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PREFACE. 


UNIVERSALISTS,  as  other  Christians,  need 
more  power.  Our  Church  has  numbers, 
wealth,  organization,  and  machinery  to  a  cred- 
itable degree ;  we  lack  the  power  which  men 
receive  after  the  Holy  Spirit  is  come  uppn  them. 
We  need  souls  alive  with  spiritual  power  behind 
our  machinery,  to  make  it  go.  The  great  means 
of  winning  this  power  is  prayer.  We  need  a 
large  number  of  homes  where  the  inmates 
gather  daily  "  in  one  accord  in  prayer."  From 
such  homes  will  come  pastors,  preachers,  mis- 
sionaries, and  workers  full  of  power.  We  shall 
never  have  a  sufficient  supply  of  such  workers 
until  we  have  such  homes  everywhere  training 
them.  The  pastors  who  have  written  the  prayers 
for  this  little  book  have  done  so  with  a  great 
desire  that  they  may  be  useful  in  increasing  the 
number  of  homes  where  stated  daily  worship  is 
maintained. 


L.  B.  FISHER. 


Theological  School, 
Canton,  N.Y. 
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PRAYERS    FOR   THE    HOME. 


The  Creation. 
Jfrst  JBag.  JHotning. 

IN  the  beginning  God  created  the  heaven  and  the 
earth.  — And  God  created  man  in  his  own  image, 
in  the  image  of  God  created  he  him.  —  God  saw 
everything  that  he  had  made,  and,  behold,  it  was  very 
good.  —  Know  ye  that  the  Lord  he  is  God :  it  is  he 
that  hath  made  us,  and  not  we  ourselves.  * 


o 


Prayer. 

UR  FATHER,  Thou  who  hast  created  the 
glory  of  the  heavens  and  fashioned  the 
beauty  of  the  earth,  we  praise  Thee  and  wor- 
ship Thee,  seeking  to  renew  our  spiritual  life  by 
communion  with  Thy  spirit.  Thou  who  hast 
caused  beauty  to  dwell  in  all  parts  of  the  earth 
desirest  that  the  souls  of  Thy  children  shall  be 
fashioned  in  the  beauty  of  holiness,  and  we  pray 
that  every  thought  and  deed  may  be  directed 
to  that  end.  Keep  us  obedient  to  Thy  laws  and 
trustful  of  Thy  love.  Let  our  lives  be  illumi- 
nated with  the  faith  that  out  of  the  chaos  and 
darkness  of  human  life  Thou  wilt  bring  at  the 
last  light  and  victory  and  peace  for  all,  and  that 
unto  Thee  all  souls  shall  render  praise  forever. 
Amen. 


Prayers  for  the  Home. 


£bcmtuj.  Jtt&t  Pag. 

ET  nothing  make  thee  sad  or  fretful, 

Or  too  regretful ; 

Be  still. 
What  God  hath  ordered  must  be  right, 
Then  find  in  it  thine  own  delight, 

My  will. 


E1 


Why  shouldst  thou  fill  to-day  with  sorrow 

About  to-morrow, 

My  heart? 
One  watches  all  with  care  most  true, 
Doubt  not  that  He  will  give  thee,  too, 

Thy  part. 


Bible  Reading. 
Psalm  lxxxiv.  —  From  Strength  to  Strength. 


Prayer. 

FATHER  in  heaven,  draw  near  unto  us,  we 
pray  Thee,  this  evening.  We  cannot  come 
to  Thee  as  readily  as  Thou  canst  come  to  us. 
Thou  art  free  ;  Thy  vision  is  never  dimmed.  In 
the  years  that  have  passed  Thou  hast  led  us  on. 
Still  be  our  Guide  and  Comforter.  The  way  of 
life  is  long  and  has  many  turns;  again  and  again 
we  pause  perplexed.  Lord,  save  us  from  mishap 
and  mistake.  Forbid  all  waste  of  time  and 
energy.  So  direct  our  steps  that  we  shall  not 
wander  in  ways  of  peril.  Give  us  light  upon 
our  way  ;  and  let  us  trust  ourselves  every  day 
and  every  night  to  Thy  loving  Providence. 
Through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


Prayers  for  the  Home. 


.  Knowing  Good  and  Evil. 
Sccontr  Bag.  fHarmng. 

THE  serpent  said  unto  the  woman,  Ye  shall  not 
surely  die.  —  And  when  the  woman  saw  that 
the  tree  was  good  for  food,  and  that  it  was  pleasant  to 
the  eyes,  she  took  of  the  fruit  thereof  and  did  eat,  and 
gave  also  unto  her  husband  with  her  :  and  he  did  eat, 
and  the  eyes  of  them  both  were  opened. 


Prayer. 

OGOD,  our  Heavenly  Father,  we  beseech 
Thee  to  keep  us  this  day  that  we  yield 
not  to  the  tempter's  question.  Help  us  in  all 
our  struggle  against  the  wrong  that  is  in  the 
world,  and  against  the  suggestions  of  wrong 
within  our  own  souls.  We  rejoice,  O  most 
merciful  God,  that  in  our  sharpest  temptations 
and  deepest  trials  Thou  dost  show  us  the  better 
way;  so  that  if  we  are  made  to  feel  the  allure- 
ments of  evil,  we  are  also  made  to  know  the 
attractions  of  the  good,  and  that  holiness  is  pos- 
sible for  us.  Save  us,  we  beseech  Thee,  from 
the  Eden  of  Innocence,  and  drive  us  forth  to 
care  and  denial,  and  so  to  obedience  and  life. 
Thine  it  is  to  give  us  grace  and  power;  and 
Thine  be  the  glory  and  the  praise  forever. 
Amen. 


Prayers  for  the  Home. 


To  a  Waterfowl. 
lEbenmg.  Seccmti  Bag. 

WHITHER,  midst  falling  dew, 
While  glow  the  heavens  with  the  last  steps 
of  day, 
Far,  through  their  rosy  depths,  dost  thou  pursue 
'Thy  solitary  way? 

He  who,  from  zone  to  zone, 
Guides  through  the  boundless  sky  thy  certain  flight, 
In  the  long  way  that  I  must  tread  alone, 

Will  lead  my  steps  aright. 


Bible  Reading, 
i  John  iv.  9-21.  —  Love  casteth  out  Fear. 


Prayer. 

OUR  FATHER,  we  come  to  Thee  in 
prayer,  seeking,  in  sight  of  Thy  holiness 
and  truth,  ourselves  to  perceive  the  needs  which 
are  so  clear  to  Thee,  and  to  re-kindle  the  fading 
flame  of  devotion  within  us  by  contact  with 
Thine  eternal  Life-fire.  Make  us  sharers  with 
Thee,  as  Thy  sons,  in  the  spirit  of  power  and 
peace.  We  do  not  beg  the  dole  of  paupers ; 
we  desire  to  earn  the  reward  of  diligence. 
Deliver  us  from  sloth,  and  the  diffidence  which 
paralyzes  energy.  Teach  us  to  trust  Thee, 
worthy  as  Thou  art  of  absolute  confidence ; 
teach  us  evermore  to  trust  ourselves,  who  bear 
Thy  nature,  and  to  trust  the  all-mightiness  of 
truth  and  justice,  of  duty  and  love.     Amen. 


Prayers  for  the  Home. 


Abraham. 
£f)tttj  ©ag.  fHorm'ng. 

GOD  said  unto  Abram,  Get  thee  out  of  thy 
country  into  a  land  that  I  will  show  thee.  —  And 
I  will  make  of  thee  a  great  nation,  and  in  thee  shall 
all  the.  nations  of  the  earth  be  blessed. — By  faith, 
Abraham,  when  he  was  called  to  go  out  into  a  place 
which  -he  should  after  receive  for  an  inheritance, 
obeyed  ;  and  he  went  out,  not  knowing  whither  he 
went.  For  he  looked  for  a  city  which  hath  founda- 
tions, whose  builder  and  maker  is  God. 


Prayer. 

OTHOU  who  art  our  Father  and  our  Mother, 
grant  unto  us  the  strong  faith  of  Thy 
servant  Abraham,  in  whom  all  the  families  of  the 
earth  are  blessed,  that  we  may  go  and  come 
this  day,  with  an  inward  assurance  that  Thou 
art  leading  us,  and  that  when  the  discipline  of 
daily  experience  and  the  baptism  of  divine  love 
shall  have  crystallized  with  each  of  us  into  char- 
acter that  shall  meet  Thine  approval,  we  shall 
go  on  eternally  and  assuredly  in  the  path  of 
light  to  the  city  of  peace,  "  that  city  which  hath 
foundations  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God." 
To  this  end  grant  us  "  the  faith  that  works  by 
love,"  till  at  last  we  come  to  our  inheritance  as 
Thy  children  and  followers  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.     Ame7t. 


Prayers  for  the  Home. 


IHrjcnmg-  GHjtrti  ©35. 

'"T^HIS  life  were  brutish  did  we  not  sometimes 
X       Have  intimation  clear  of  wider  scope, 
Hints  of  occasion  infinite,  to  keep 
The  soul  alert  with  noble  discontent 
And  onward  yearnings  of  unstilled  desire  ; 
Fruitless,  except  we  now  and  then  divined 
A  mystery  of  purpose,  gleaming  through 
The  secular  confusions  of  the  world, 
Whose  will  we  darkly  accomplish  doing  ours. 

Bible  Reading. 
Phil.  iii.  8-14.  —  Pressing  Forward. 


Prayer. 

OTHOU  who,  like  a  loving  mother,  art 
bending  over  us  in  this  evening  hour, 
may  our  hearts,  touched  by  Thy  love,  become 
more  obedient  to  the  higher  law.  As  Thou 
dost  throw  around  us,  like  loving  arms,  the  shad- 
ows of  night,  may  we  find  that  sweet  repose, 
out  of  which  is  born  the  new  strength  that  will 
enable  us  to  faithfully  crown  the  days  and  years 
through  which  we  travel. 

Help  us  to  harmonize  our  lives  with  that  one 
life  which  is  the  light  of  the  world.     Amen. 


Prayers  for  the  Home. 


Moses  and  the  Law. 
Jourtfj  ©ag.  jjHomittfl. 

GOD  spake  all  these  words,  saying :  Thou  shalt 
have  no  other  gods  before  me.  —  Thou  shalt 
not  make  unto  thee  any  graven  image.  —  Thou  shalt  not 
take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain.  —  Remem- 
ber the  sabbath  day  to  keep  it  holy.  —  Honor  thy  father 
and  thy  mother.  —  Thou  shalt  not  kill.  —  Thou  shalt 
not  'commit  adultery.  —  Thou  shalt  not  steal.  —  Thou 
shalt  not  bear  false  witness  against  thy  neighbor. — 
Thou  shalt  not  covet  anything  that  is  thy  neighbor's. 


Prayer. 

OLORD,  our  God,  we  praise  Thee  for  Thy 
perfect  law.  We  thank  Thee  for  the 
good  and  true  of  every  age  whose  ways  have 
been  directed  to  the  keeping  of  Thy  statutes, 
and  for  all  who  witness  for  the  loving-kindness 
of  Thy  precepts.  Thou  hast  brought  us  to  this 
day;  help  us,  we  pray  Thee,  to  walk  therein 
safely  and  in  peace.  Deliver  us  from  all  fear 
save  of  the  evil  we  may  do  or  think,  and  grant 
unto  us  the  spirit  of  love.  We  thank  Thee  that 
grace  and  truth  came  by  Jesus  Christ.  May 
we  follow  his  gentle  leadings  as  true  disciples 
until,  unconscious  of  restraint,  we  stand  fast 
in  the  liberty  wherewith  he  hath  made  us  free. 
Amen. 


Prayers  for  the  Home. 


lEbntmg.  Jottrtfj  ©ag. 

THERE  shall  never  be  one  lost  good ;  what  was 
shall  live  as  before  ; 
The  evil  is  null,  is  naught,  is  silence  implying  sound  ; 
What  was  good  shall  be  good,  with   for  evil,  so  much 

good  more ; 
On  earth  the  broken  arcs  •    in  the  heaven  a  perfect 
round. 


Bible  Reading. 
Romans  viii.  27-39.  ~  The  Love  .of  Christ. 


Prayer. 

DEAR  Father  and  Friend,  at  the  close  of 
another  day  Thy  children  forming  this 
household  come  to  Thee  with  renewed  acknow- 
ledgments of  Thy  goodness.  Move  the  very 
depths  of  our  being  by  a  profound  appreciation 
of  Thy  love.  Knowing  what  Thou  art,  make  us 
to  know  what  Thou  wouldst  have  us  to  be. 
Forbid  that  we  should  live  for  ourselves  alone. 
Teach  us  to  bear  one  another's  burdens,  and 
so  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ.  If  any  of  us  have 
to-day  forgotten  Thee,  recall  us,  we  pray  Thee, 
to  Thyself.  Thus  illumine  our  ignorance  by 
Thy  truth;  supplement  our  weakness  by  Thy 
strength ;  dispel  our  darkness  by  Thy  light,  and 
all  praise  be  Thine.     Amen. 


io  Prayers  for  the  Home. 

Elijah. 
jFiftij  ISag.  fHorning. 

AND  he  said,  Go  forth  and  stand  upon  the  mount 
before  the  Lord.  And  behold,  the  Lord  passed 
by,  and  a  great  and  strong  wind  rent  the  mountains, 
and  brake  in  pieces  the  rock  before  the  Lord ;  but 
the  Lord  was  not  in  the  wind  :  and  after  the  wind  an 
earthquake ;  but  the  Lord  was  not  in  the  earthquake  : 
and  after  the  earthquake  a  fire ;  but  the  Lord  was  not 
in  the  fire  :  and  after  the  fire  a  still  small  voice.  And 
it  was.  so  that  when  Elijah  heard  it  that  he  wrapped 
his  face  in  his  mantle. 


Prayer. 

OTHOU  Infinite  One,  from  whom  all  good 
has  come  to  us,  we  would  remember  that 
this  day  is  the  rich  gift  of  Thy  love,  and  begin 
it  with  Thy  praise.  As  we'  have  opened  our 
eyes  to  its  light,  may  we  open  our  hearts  to  the 
influence  of  Thy  Spirit.  May  we  live  in  this 
day  as  in  Thy  loving  sight,  and  strive  to  make 
all  its  thoughts  and  deeds  worthy  of  Thy 
beholding.  Enable  us  to  live  daily  nearer  to 
Thee,  and  in  the  perfect  love  that  casteth  out 
fear,  reverently  and  earnestly  do  our  work,  con- 
tent if  we  may  but  give  the  humblest  service  to 
build  up  Thy  kingdom  on  the  earth.  As  Thou 
hast  loved  us  may  we  love  one  another,  that  we 
may  be  helpers  one  of  another  and  so  fulfil 
Thy  holy  law.     Amen. 


Prayers  for  the  Home.  1 1 


O1 


lEbentng.  Jiftfj  Bag. 

iH,  Lacedaemon's  olden  band, 
Thy  flutes  of  silver  sound  ; 
Teach  me,  however  firm  my  stand 

Upon  life's  battle-ground, 
However  resolute  the  blow 

I  deal  in  pressing  on, 
My  inmost  spirit  should  but  know 
A  quiet  undertone. 


Bible  Reading. 
Psalm  cxxi.  —  God's  Care  for  Us. 

Prayer. 

ALMIGHTY  GOD,  as  at  the  close  of 
another  day  we  pass  to  our  needed  rest, 
may  we  not  lose  ourselves  in  slumber  till  we 
have  had  in  conscious  remembrance  the  Guiding 
Hand  that  has  brought  us  thus  far  on  our  way. 
If  in  any  regard  our  wakeful  hours  have  led 
us  from  Thy  law,  may  we  earn  the  refreshment 
which  slumber  promises,  by  sincere  penitence. 
If  we  have  lived  in  obedience  to  Thy  will,  may 
the  sense  of  duty  done,  and  the  conscience  that 
gives  no  reproof,  hallow  the  hours  in  which  our 
strength  shall  be  renewed.  Let  not  the  curtain 
of  the  night  shelter  any  ill  intent  or  unworthy 
passion  in  our  hearts.  Accept,  O  Lord,  our 
offering  of  thanksgiving  and  prayer;  and  to 
Thy  name  be  the  praise  forevermore.     Amen. 


1 2  Prayers  for  the  Home. 

The  Psalmist. 
Still)  Bag.  fHornmg. 

THE  Lord  is  my  shepherd  ;  I  shall  not  want.  He 
maketh  me  to  lie  down  in  green  pastures  :  he 
leadeth  me  beside  the  still  waters.  He  restoreth  my 
soul :  he  leadeth  me  in  the  paths  of  righteousness  for 
his  name's  sake.  Yea,  though  I  walk  through  the  val- 
ley of  the  shadow  of  death,  I  will  fear  no  evil  \  for  thou 
art  with  me  ;  thy  rod  and  thy  staff  they  comfort  me. 
Surely  goodness  and  mercy  shall  follow  me  all  the  days 
of  my  life,  and  I  will  dwell  in  the  house  of  the  Lord 
forever. 


Prayer. 

O  TENDER  and  Loving  Father,  we  would 
gratefully  remember  that  Thou  dost  pro- 
vide for  all  alike,  the  thankful  and  the  unthank- 
ful. We  would  have  this  memory  quicken  our 
affection  for  Thee  and  command  our  perpetual 
service. 

Thou  spreadest  our  table,  and  we  eat.  Thou 
callest  us  to  righteousness,  and  we  would  come. 
Thou  dost  not  smite  the  fallen,  nor  break  the 
bruised  reed;  but  in  every  trial  and  every  need 
Thou  dost  sustain  and  comfort  us.  Even  when 
Thou  leadest  us  into  the  valley  of  shadows,  we 
are  sustained  by  the  thought  that  goodness  and 
mercy  do  follow  us  all  the  days  of  our  lives,  and 
do  not  desert  us  when  we  cross  the  mysterious 
threshold  into  the  everlasting  life  and  light,  to 
dwell  in  Thy  house  forever.     Amen. 
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E&entng.  Siitjj  Bag. 

SOON  rested  those  who  fought :  but  thou 
Who  minglest  in  the  harder  strife 
For  truths  which  men  receive  not  now, 
Thy  warfare  only  ends  with  life. 

Truth,  crushed  to  earth,  shall  rise  again  ; 
Th'  eternal  years  of  God  are  hers ; 
•  But  Error,  wounded,  writhes  in  pain, 
And  dies  among  his  worshippers. 


Bible  Reading. 
Eph.  vi.  10-20.  —  The  Armor  of  God. 


Prayer. 

GOD  of  our  home,  and  of  all  the  homes 
of  earth,  we  come  in  the  evening  hour 
to  acknowledge  the  blessings  which  have  been 
ours  by  gift  from  Thee.  Fill  our  hearts  with 
the  spirit  of  a  thankful  love.  Let  Thy  blessing 
descend  upon  this  household.  May  we  dwell 
together  in  love,  remembering  Thy  promise  of 
the  eternal  home,  in  which  at  last  all  the  fami- 
lies of  the  earth  shall  be  gathered.  During 
the  darkness  of  this  night  watch  Thou  over  us. 
We  commend  all  our  interests  and  the  care 
of  those  who  are  dear  to  us  to  Thee,  our  Heav- 
enly Father,  and  pray  as  little  children  for  Thy 
continual  help  and  blessing.  In  the  name  of 
Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord  and  Redeemer.     Amen. 


14  Prayers  for  the  Home. 

Isaiah. 
Serjentfj  ©ag.  ilHormnjj. 

HO,  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the 
waters,  and  he  that  hath  no  money,  come  ye, 
buy  and  eat \  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk  without 
money  and  without  price.  Wherefore  do  ye  spend 
money  for  that  which  is  not  bread  ?  and  your  labor  for 
that  which  satisfieth  not?  Hearken  diligently  unto 
me,  and  eat  ye  that  which  is  good,  and  let  your  soul 
delisrht  itself  in  fatness. 


Prayer. 

OTHOU  who  art  the  source  of  all  life,  help 
us,  Thy  dependent  children,  to  draw  nigh 
to  Thee  at  this  time  with  reverence  and  trust. 
We  thank  Thee  for  the  fountain  of  living  waters 
to  which  Thou  hast  invited  all  souls  to  come 
and  drink  without  money  and  without  price. 
We  thank  Thee  for  the  bread  of  heaven  Thou 
hast  supplied  in  abundance  for  all  who  hun- 
ger for  righteousness  and  peace.  So  fill  us 
with  Thine  own  divine  spirit  that  it  shall  be 
within  us  a  well  of  water  springing  up  into  ever- 
lasting life.  May  Thy  kingdom  come  and  Thy 
will  be  done  in  all  our  hearts  as  it  is  in  heaven, 
for  Thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and 
the  glory,  now  and  ever.     Amen. 
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Ebemng,  Sebentfj  ©ag. 

<<rT^HE  battle  which  is  older  than  that  against  par- 
X  tial  creeds,  the  battle,  namely,  against  irreligion, 
against  materialism,  against  besetting  sins,  has  not  yet 
been  waged  to  victory  for  Christ.  Every  Universalist 
who  lives  his  faith,  must  be  a  soldier  in  this  battle. 
He  believes,  it  is  cardinal  in  his  faith,  that  Christ  is  to 
save  the  world  from  its  sins.  His  faith  compels  him 
to  be  a  soldier  of  Jesus  Christ." 


Bible  Reading. 
1  John  iii.  1-7. —  Duty  of  Believers. 


Prayer. 

THY  Providence,  Father  in  Heaven,  has 
been  over  us  this  day,  and  our  evening 
desire  is  unto  Thee.  Give  us  more  of  the  gra- 
cious influences  of  Thy  Holy  Spirit,  that  our 
hearts  may  be  softened  and  enlarged  to  know 
Thine  unspeakable  goodness.  We  confess 
our  transgressions  before  Thee ;  as  our  repent- 
ance is  real,  mercifully  forgive  us,  as  we  forgive 
those  who  have  wronged  us.  We  are  poor  and 
needy;  ransom  us  from  thraldom  to  time  and 
sense.  Make  visible  to  our  souls  the  invisible 
verities.  Grant  us,  by  continuance  in  well- 
doing, victory  over  sin  and  fear  and  death,  that 
living  and  dying  and  forevermore  we  may  be 
Thy  faithful  children.     Amen. 


1 6  Prayers  for  the  Home. 

The  Birth  of  Jesus. 
Eigfjtj)  Sag.  fBtommg. 

To  be  used  also  for  Christmas  Day. 

THERE  were  in  the  same  country  shepherds  keep- 
ing watch  over  their  flocks  by  night.  And,  lo, 
the  angel  of  the  Lord  came  upon  them,  and  the  glory 
of  the  Lord  shone  round  about  them  ;  and  they  were 
sore  afraid.  And  the  angel  said  unto  them,  Fear  not, 
for,  behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great  joy, 
which  shall  be  to  all  people. 


Prayer. 

ACCEPT,  Almighty  Father,  our  unfeigned 
gratitude  for  the  gift  of  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.  Beset  by  many  and  great  evils,  liable  to 
sin  and  sure  of  death,  make  us  to  see  how- 
needy  we  are  of  the  divine  help,  and  how  the 
news  of  his  coming  was  and  is  good  tidings 
of  great  joy.  Let  the  glory  of  Thy  unspeak- 
able gift  shine  round  about  us  as  it  shone  round 
the  shepherds  who  kept  watch  in  that  night 
out  of  whose  darkness  sprang  the  light  of  the 
world ;  and  while  we  more  and  more  learri  to 
reverence  Thee,  forbid  that  we  should  ever  be 
afraid  of  Thee.  Fill  us  with  love  to  Thee  and 
good-will  to  each  other.  Make  us  mighty  to 
overcome  evil,  helpful  to  our  fellows,  and  good 
to  everything  that  lives.  May  we  think  to-day 
of  the  Saviour's  humble  birthplace,  and  so  hum- 
ble our  hearts  that  Thy  Christ  may  be  born 
anew  in  us.     Amen. 
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SEbcnfng.  fEigfjtfj  ©ag. 

SEARCH  thine  own  heart.     What  paineth  thee 
In  others,  in  thyself  may  be. 
All  dust  is  frail ;  all  flesh  is  weak  ; 
Be  thou  the  true  man  thou  dost  seek. 


Bible  Reading. 
Phil.  iv.  8-13.  — The  Good  Christian. 


Prayer. 

THE  day  and  the  night  alike  are  Thine,  O 
Lord.  When  we  awake  in  the  morning, 
though  invisible,  Thou  art  near  us;  when  we  lie 
down  at  night,  Thou  wrappest  us  about  with 
Thy  love  as  with  a  garment.  Thou  gavest  all 
the  multitude  of  blessings  which  we  brought 
together  and  called  our  own.  O  Lord,  we  thank 
Thee  for  these  manifold  gifts  of  Thy  love.  As 
we  retire  now,  we  thank  Thee  for  all  the  day's 
victories  and  defeats  ;  for  in  our  blindness  we 
know  not  which  is  the  greater  gift.  Permit  us 
not  to  rest  in  any  victory,  but  only  to  camp 
for  refreshment  while  it  is  dark,  that  on  the 
morrow  we  may  go  again  with  new  strength  to 
whatever  battle  may  be  ours.  O  Father,  we 
reverently  commit  ourselves  to  Thy  care  this 
night,  and  forever.     Amen. 


1 8  Prayers  for  the  Home. 

Boyhood  of  Jesus. 
Xiatf)  Dag.  fHorning. 

AND  the  child  grew,  and  waxed  strong  in  spirit, 
filled  with  wisdom  ;  and  the  grace  of  God  was 
upon  him.  And  he  went  down  with  them,  and  came 
to  Nazareth,  and  was  subject  unto  them:  but  his 
mother  kept  all  these  sayings  in  her  heart.  And 
Jesus  increased  in  wisdom  and  stature,  and  in  favor 
with  God  and  man. 


Prayer. 

OUR  Heavenly  Father,  we  look  to  Thee 
out  of  our  earthly  home  to  thank  Thee 
for  its  hallowed  influences.  Give  us  this  day  all 
that  is  needful  for  us ;  but  most  of  all  we  ask 
Thee  to  give  us  grateful  and  trusting  hearts. 
Help  us  to  study  that  blessed  life  which  our 
Saviour  lived  in  his  home,  where  in  obedience, 
honor,  purity,  and  love  he  grew  up  to  a  holy 
manhood.  Father,  may  that  spirit  prevail  in 
this  household.  Help  us  to  live  so  that  a  gen- 
erous and  tender  love  may  increase  among  us. 
Help  us  to  help  one  another  in  all  righteous- 
ness. Grant  that  every  clay  we  may  grow  in 
spirit  and  increase  in  wisdom.  May  Thy  grace 
be  upon  us  all.     Amen, 


Prayers  for  the  Home.  19 

IZrjcntng.  Nintfj  Sag. 

CULTURE  has  one  great  passion,  the  passion  for 
sweetness  and  light.  It  has  one  even  yet 
greater,  the  passion  for  making  them  prevail.  It  is 
not  satisfied  until  we  ail  come  to  a  perfect  man  ;  it 
knows  that  the  sweetness  and  light  of  the  few  must  be 
imperfect  until  the  raw  and  unkindled  masses  of  hu- 
manity are  touched  with  sweetness  and  light. 


Bible  Reading. 

Eph.  iii.  14-21.  —  The  Law  of  Love  the  Root. 


Prayer. 

OUR  FATHER,  we  adore  Thy  goodness 
and  rejoice  in  Thy  presence.  Weak,  we 
would  seek  Thy  strength ;  sinful,  we  implore 
Thy  forgiveness.  Write,  we  beseech  Thee,  Thy 
law  upon  our  hearts ;  and  may  our  love  of  Thee 
make  it  so  easy  and  so  joyous  to  obey  that  we 
shall  continually  grow  into  the  likeness  of  him 
whose  meat  it  was  to  do  Thy  will.  O  God,  let 
not  our  faith  in  Jesus  be  merely  in  words; 
may  his  life  of  brotherhood  and  helpfulness  be 
ours,  and  our  service  to  others  prove  our  title 
to  be  called  his  disciples.  Bless  this  house- 
hold, and  all  dear  ones;  yea,  let  all  house- 
holds and  every  wanderer  be  cheered  with  the 
light  of  Thy  countenance,  that  all  may  find  in 
Thee  their  life  and  their  hope.     Amen. 
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Baptism  of  Jesus. 
Jlentfi  Sag.  fHarning. 

THEN  cometh  Jesus  unto  John  to  be  baptized  of 
him.  But  John  forbade  him,  saying,  I  have 
need  to  be  baptized  of  thee,  and  comest  thou  to  me  ? 
Jesus  said,  Surfer  it  to  be  so  now  :  for  thus  it  becometh 
us  to  fulfil  all  righteousness.     Then  he  suffered  him. 


Prayer. 

OUR  FATHER  who  art  in  heaven,  we  would 
refresh  our  lives  this  day  and  all  days, 
by  the  lesson  taught  us  here  that  the  weak  may 
minister  to  the  strong.  We  praise  Thee  for  the 
strength  and  quickening  which  come  to  the 
hearts  of  strong  men  and  women,  to  the  hearts 
of  parents  and  children  of  older  years,  from  the 
helplessness  of  infancy,  or  from  the  feebleness 
of  old  age,  as  it  passes  into  the  shadows  of 
the  evening  time.  We  praise  Thee  for  the 
increased  tenderness  that  pervades  all  homes 
where  sickness  invites  to  loving  sacrifice ;  the 
renewed  strength  imparted  to  the  strong,  even 
from  the  couch  where  suffering  deepens  and 
passes  into  the  mystery  of  death.  In  these 
bonds  of  sacred  unity  we  will  believe  that  while 
our  childhood  could  not  be  complete  without 
Thy  Fatherhood,  Thy  Fatherhood  is  not  com- 
plete without  the  conscious  love  of  all  whom 
Thou  hast  created.  May  we  become  more  and 
more  disciples  of  Jesus  and  children  of  Thee. 
Amen. 


Prayers  for  the  Home. 


lEbrmruj.  Centfj  ©ag. 

GOD  is  not  dumb,  that  He  should  speak  no  more  ; 
If  thou  hast  wanderings  in  the  wilderness 
And  find'st  not  Sinai,  't  is  thy  soul  is  poor ; 
There  towers  the  mountain  of  the  voice  no  less, 
Which  whoso  seeks  shall  find,  but  he  who  bends, 
Intent  on  manna  still,  and  mortal  ends, 
Sees  it  not,  neither  hears  its  thundered  lore. 


Bible  Reading. 
John  xiv.  15-31.  —  God  Always  With  Us. 


Prayer. 

ALL-GRACIOUS  FATHER,  grateful  for 
the  gifts  and  privileges  of  another  day,  we 
humbly  present  ourselves  before  Thee  in  this 
evening  hour.  Incline  us,  O  Father,  to  a 
deeper  study  of  ourselves,  in  the  light  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus,  Thy  dear  Son,  and  to  a  fuller 
recognition  of  our  duty  to  follow  his  example 
of  immovable  trust  in  Thee  and  of  patient 
and  loving  service  in  the  world's  behalf.  Sup- 
plicating Thy  forgiveness  of  our  sins,  we  pray 
that  we  may  be  faithful  in  developing  the 
diviner  qualities  of  our  nature,  that  we  may 
become  more  truly  Thy  children.  With  us 
bless  all  our  dear  ones;  command  Thy  favor 
to  rest  upon  the  whole  world,  so  that  Thy 
kingdom  may  soon  come,  and  Thy  will  be  done 
on  the  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.     Amen.- 
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Temptation  of  Jesus. 
3£terjentfj  Bag.  iHoming. 

THE  devil  taketh  him  up  into  an  exceeding  high 
mountain  and  showeth  him  all  the  kingdoms  of 
the  world,  and  the  glory  of  them.  And  saith  unto  him, 
AH  these,  will  I  give  thee  if  thou  wilt  fall  down  and 
worship  me.  Then  said  Jesus 'unto  him,  Get  thee 
hence,  Satan  :  for  it  is  written,  Thou  shalt  worship  the 
Lord  thy  God,  and  him  only  shalt  thou  serve. 


Prayer. 

OGOD  of  all  grace  and  comfort,  mercifully 
behold  us,  Thy  frail  and  imperfect  chil- 
dren. Give  us  grace  to  turn  away  from  enemies 
within  and  without,  remembering  the  victorious 
life  of  our  Lord  and  Master  Jesus  Christ,  who, 
though  tempted  in  all  points  like  as  we  are, 
yet  was  without  sin.  As  he  was  ever  about 
his  Father's  business,  so  may  we  be  living  the 
pure  and  unworldly  life,  yielding  to  nothing  by 
which  we  must  make  sacrifice  of  conscience. 

Born  again,  not  of  corruptible  seed  but  of 
incorruptible,  by  the  word  of  God,  which  liveth 
and  abideth  forever,  may  we  lay  aside  every 
weight  and  the  sin  that  doth  so  easily  beset  us, 
and  run  w7ith  patience  the  race  that  is  set  be- 
fore us,  looking  unto  Jesus,  the  author  and  the 
finisher  of  our  faith.     In  his  Name.     Amen. 
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isfcemng.  lEIe&entfj  Bag. 

HAST  thou  named  all  the  birds  without  a  gun  ? 
Loved  the  wood-rose,  and  left  it  on  its  stalk? 
At  rich  men's  tables  eaten  bread  and  pulse? 
Unarmed,  faced  danger  with  a  heart  of  trust? 
And  loved  so  well  a  high  behavior, 
In  man  or  maid,  that  thou  from  speech  refrained, 
Nobility  more  nobly  to  repay? 
Oh,  be  my  friend,  and  teach  me  to  be  thine. 


Bible  Reading. 
Isaiah  xlii.  1-4. —The  Saviour's  Patience. 


Prayer. 

FATHER  BELOVED,  we  lift  our  evening 
prayer  to  Thee.  We  remember  the 
words  of  the  dear  Master,  "  And  I  know  that 
Thou  hearest  me  always,"  and  believe  that 
Thou  art  always  ready  to  listen  to  us.  As  we 
consider  Thy  majesty,  Thy  wisdom,  Thy  love, 
to  whom  the  darkness  and  the  light  are  both 
alike,  we  call  upon  our  souls  to  love  Thee  with 
a  deeper  love  and  serve  Thee  with  a  stronger 
will.  As  we  feel  the  mystery  of  life,  how 
unspeakably  blessed  it  is  to  believe  that  Thou 
hast  made  us  because  Thou  lovest  us,  and  that 
Thou  dost  long  for  our  love  and  obedience  ! 
Thou  rulest  over  all  for  good,  giving  us  peace  as 
we  obey  and  pain  as  we  disobey  Thee.  By  this 
night's  sleep  refreshed,  we  will  strive,  helped  by 
the  example  of  the  dear  Master,  to  obey  Thee 
more  and  more.     Amen. 
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The  Beatitudes. 
fttoelftJ)  ©ag.  fHorn'mg. 

BLESSED  are  they  which  do  hunger  and  thirst 
after  righteousness :  for  they  shall  be  rilled. 
Blessed  are  the  merciful :  for  they  shall  obtain  mercy. 
Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart :  for  they  shall  see  God. 
Blessed  are  the  peacemakers  :  for  they  shall  be  called 
the  children  of  God. 


Prayer. 

HOLY  FATHER,  help  us  that  we  may 
receive  the  blessedness  promised  in  the 
beatitudes  of  our  Lord.  However  humble  our 
place  in  the  world,  or  small  our  portion  of  it, 
may  our  souls  be  rich  in  righteousness,  peace, 
and  joy.  Imbue  our  hearts  with  sympathy  for 
those  who  are  in  any  sorrow  or  distress ;  and 
teach  us  to  accept  meekly  and  thankfully  what- 
ever Thou  shalt  ordain  for  us.  May  we  guard 
our  minds  from  evil  thoughts,  our  lips  from  evil 
words,  and  in  purity  of  heart  may  we  feel 
Thy  presence  always  with  us.  May  we  guard 
our  influence  upon  others,  and  may  we  not 
forget  our  accountability  to  Thee.  Help  us  to 
live  this  day,  and  always,  as  true  disciples  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 
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lErjcntnrj.  UTfaelftfj  ©ag. 

HE  that  can  apprehend  and  consider  vice  with  all 
her  baits  and  seeming  pleasures,  and  yet  ab- 
stain, and  yet  distinguish,  and  yet  prefer  that  which  is 
truly  better,  he  is  the  true  warfaring  Christian.  I  can- 
not praise  a  fugitive  and  cloistered  virtue  unexercised 
and  unbreathed,  that  never  sallies  out  and  seeks  her 
adversary,  but  slinks  out  of  the  race,  where  the  immor- 
tal garland  is  to  be  run  for,  not  without  dust  and  heat. 


Bible  Reading. 

2  Tim.  iv.  1-11.  —  The  Good  Fight. 

— • — 
Prayer. 

OUR  FATHER  in  Heaven,  we  thank 
Thee  for  the  blessings  of  this  day,  for 
its  opportunities  for  service  and  its  tokens 
of  divine  protection.  We  bless  Thee  for  the  ties 
of  love  that  bind  us  together  as  one  family. 
Pardon,  we  implore  Thee,  our  many  sins. 
Instruct  us  in  Thy  truth.  Prepare  us  for  what- 
ever awaits  us  in  Thy  providence,  so  that  with 
steadfastness  of  purpose  and  loyalty  of  affection 
we  may  do  Thy  will.  Blest  by  Thy  love, 
may  the  love  of  our  hearts  expand  until  we 
include  within  our  sympathies  all  thy  children, 
especially  the  needy,  the  ignorant,  and  the 
wicked.  Help  us  that  we  miss  no  opportunity 
to  bless  our  fellow-creatures,  and  that  we  fail 
not  to  render  unto  Thee  the  honor  due  unto 
Thy  name.  We  ask  and  offer  all  in  the  name 
of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 
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The  Disciples'  Influence. 
8Cf)(rteentij  Bag.  ilHotnmg. 

YE  are  the  salt  of  the  earth ;  but  if  the  salt  have 
lost  his  savor,  wherewith  shall  it  be  salted  ?  Ye 
are  the  light  of  the  world.  Let  your  light  so  shine  be- 
fore men,  that  they  may  see  your  good  works,  and  glo- 
rify your  Father  which  is  in  heaven. 


Prayer. 

OTHOU  who  hast  Thy  dwelling-place  in 
every  humble  heart,  we  would  flee  unto 
Thee  that  we  may  obtain  that  inspiration  we 
so  much  need  to  help  us  this  day.  Thou  know- 
est  all  our  wants  before  we  can  express  them, 
yet  we  seek  to  commune  with  Thee,  that  we 
may  have  our  souls  refreshed,  our  affections 
sweetened,  our  home  made  brighter.  As  Thou 
art  the  fountain  whence  flows  all  the  bless- 
ings that  fill  the  homes  of  Thy  children  with 
love  and  joy,  we  know  that  Thou  wilt  hear 
us,  and  we  shall  be  better  prepared  for  the 
duties  that  lie  before  us,  by  this  sweet  moment 
of  prayer.  Father,  we  devoutly  pray  that  the 
spirit  of  Christ  may  permeate  our  hearts  and 
shine  forth  in  our  lives,  with  an  ever-increasing 
fulness.     Amen. 
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Ubem'ng.  STfjtrteentfj  Bag. 

THE  holy  supper  is  kept,  indeed, 
Iri  whatso  we  share  with  another's  need  : 
Not  what  we  give,  but  what  we  share,  — 
For  the  gift  without  the  giver  is  bare  ; 
Who  gives  himself  with  his  alms  feeds  three,  — 
Himself,  his  hungering  neighbor,  and  me. 


Bible  Reading. 
Mark  ix.  33-41. —  Receiving  Christ. 


Prayer. 

WE  devoutly  thank  Thee,  Heavenly 
Father,  for  the  kind  providence  that 
has  showered  blessings  upon  us  all  our  lives, 
and  brought  us  in  peace  and  safety  to  the  close 
of  another  day.  Especially  do  we  thank  Thee 
for  the  Gospel,  that  reveals  to  us  life  and  love 
beyond  the  bounds  of  time.  May  Thy  guard- 
ian care  be  around  us  during  this  night,  and 
may  we  arise  refreshed  and  strengthened  to  love 
Thee  more  and  to  participate  in  the  righteous- 
ness, peace,  and  joy  of  Thy  kingdom.  Impart 
strength  to  the  burdened,  patience  to  the 
afflicted,  consolation  to  the  bereaved,  and  hope 
to  all.  Lead  all  the  sinning  unto  repentance; 
whisper  forgiveness  to  the  soul  of  the  penitent ; 
and  grant  that  at  last  we  may  all  meet  in 
heaven,  to  glorify  and  enjoy  Thee,  and  go  on  to 
perfection  forever.  In  the  name  of  our 
Saviour.     Amen. 


28  Prayers  for  the  Home. 

Growing  like  God. 
jFaurteentfj  ©ag.  iHorm'ng. 

I  SAY  unto  you,  Love  your  enemies,  bless  them  that 
curse  you,  do  good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and 
pray  for  them  which  despitefully  use  you  and  persecute 
you ;  that  ye  may  be  the  children  of  your  Father 
which  is  in  heaven ;  for  he  maketh  his  sun  to  rise  on 
the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  sendeth  rain  on  the  just 
and  on*  the  unjust.  Be  ye  therefore  perfect,  even  aa 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven  is  perfect. 


Prayer. 

GRANT  unto  us,  O  most  gracious  Father, 
a  better  appreciation  of  that  possibility 
of  loving  with  which  as  Thy  children  we  have 
been  endowed, —  a  possibility  comprehending  in 
its  divine  scope  and  power  of  exercise  not  only 
those  near  and  dear  to  us,  but  even  our  enemies. 
Forbid  that  we  be  so  faithless  to  Thee  and  to 
ourselves  as  to  pass  over  this  most  essential 
command  of  the  Master  as  not  meant  for  use  or 
as  impossible  of  fulfilment  in  our  lives.  Im- 
press upon  us,  we  beseech  Thee,  how  supremely 
practical  are  all  the  teachings  of  Jesus  in  the 
light  of  our  divine  relationship.  And  finally 
help  us  to  transmute  all  the  possibilities  of  our 
natures  into  actual,  living,  divine  experiences 
whereby  we  shall  realize  that  we  are  day  by 
clay  becoming  more  and  more  perfect,  even 
as  our  Father  in  heaven  is  perfect.  Through 
Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 
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lErjcm'nrj.  Jourteentfj  ©ag. 

ALL  real  and  wholesome  enjoyments  possible  to 
man  have  been  just  as  possible  to  him  since 
first  he  was  made  of  the  earth,  as  they  are  now.  To 
watch  the  corn  grow,  and  the  blossoms  set ;  to  draw 
hard  breath  over  ploughshare  or  spade  ;  to  read,  to 
think,  to  love,  to  hope,  to  pray,  —  these  are  the  things 
that  make  men  happy  ;  they  have  always  had  the  power 
of  doing  these,  they  never  will  have  power  to  do  more. 


Bible  Reading. 
1  Tim.  vi.  6-19.  —  Contentment. 


Prayer. 

FATHER  in  Heaven,  the  darkness  gathers, 
but  if  Thou  art  with  us  we  fear  not 
the  shadows.  Bless  the  work  of  the  day  now 
past  as  seemeth  good  in  Thy  sight.  Forgive 
our  weakness  and  our  sins.  Let  Thy  blessing 
rest  upon  our  dear  ones.  We  thank  Thee  that 
though  some  of  them  walk  no  more  with  us 
on  earth,  Thou  keepest  them  still  in  Thy  loving 
remembrance.  Be  very  near,  we  pray  Thee,  to 
the  sick,  the  sorrowing,  and  the  tempted, —  those 
for  whom  the  night  holds  a  thousand  terrors. 

And  now,  O  Father,  wilt  Thou  help  us  to 
lay  aside  for  a  little  space  our  cares,  our  griefs, 
and  in  the  stillness  of  our  hearts  to  commune 
with  Thee.  Let  us  rest  in  Thy  love.  Let  us 
know  of  Thy  peace.  Oh,  may  we  be  of  Thy 
beloved  whom  Thou  blessest  in  their  sleep. 
In  the  name  of  Thy  dear  Son.     Amen. 
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Prayer. 
jFtfteentfj  Sag.  jWorrtmg. 

WHEN  thou  pray  est,  enter  into  thy  closet,  and 
when  thou  hast  shut  thy  door,  pray  to  thy 
Father  which  is  in  secrej ;  and  thy  Father  which  seeth 
in  secret  shall  reward  thee  openly.  But  when  ye  pray 
use  not  vain  repetitions,  as  the  heathen  do  :  for  they 
think  they  shall  be  heard  for  their  much  speaking. 
Be  not  ye  therefore  like  unto  them ;  for  your  Father 
knoweth  what  things  ye  have  need  of  before  ye  ask 
him. 


Prayer. 

OGOD  and  Father  of  us  all,  we  bless  Thee 
for  this  day,  and  here  at  its  threshold 
commend  anew  our  souls  to  Thee.  Keep  our 
hearts  in  touch  with  Thine  from  this  hour,  that 
our  home  may  be  sanctified  by  Thy  presence, 
and  all  our  hearts  beat  in  unison  with  Thine. 
May  we  see  as  Christ  saw,  feel  as  he  felt,  and  in 
every  way  strive  to  live  by  his  spirit.  Help 
us  to  pray  as  he  taught  us,  saying:  Our  Father 
who  art  in  heaven,  Hallowed  be  Thy  name. 
Thy  kingdom  come.  Thy  will  be  done  on  earth, 
as  it  is  in  heaven.  Give  us  this  day  our  daily 
bread.  And  forgive  us  our  trespasses,  as  we 
forgive  those  who  trespass  against  us.  And  lead 
us  not  into  temptation,  but  deliver  us  from  evil: 
for  Thine  is  the  kingdom,  and  the  power,  and 
the  glory,  forever.     Amen. 


Prayers  for  the  Home. 


lErjenuuj.  Jtfteenti}  Hag. 

WHAT  have  I  brought  TheG  home 
For  this  Thy  love?     Have  I  discharged  the 
debt 
Which  this  day's  favor  did  beget? 
I  ran ;  but  all  I  brought  was  foam. 

Yet  still  Thou  goest  on, 
And  now  with  darkness  closest  weary  eyes, 
Saying  to  man,  It  doth  suffice  : 
Henceforth  repose  ;  your  work  is  done. 

My  God,  Thou  art  all  love, 

Not  one  poor  minute  'scapes  Thy  breast, 

But  brings  a  favor  from  above ; 

And  in  this  love,  more  than  in  bed,  I  rest. 


Bible  Reading, 
i  John  iv.  1-8. — God  is  Love. 


Prayer. 

OUR  FATHER  who  art  in  heaven,  once 
more  we  come  to  Thee  for  Thy  blessing. 
We  crave  the  grateful  spirit,  both  toward  Thee 
and  toward  our  fellow-  men  when  they  do  us 
good,  and  when  they  do  that  which  is  good  in 
Thy  sight.  Help  us  that  we  may  be  more  and 
more  thoughtful  of  the  things  of  Thy  word ; 
that  we  may  grow  in  the  grace  of  doing  good ; 
that  we  may  guard  against  ill-temper,  hasty 
words,  and  selfishness.  May  we  gladly  heed 
every  call  of  duty,  and  take  up  burdens  and  do 
services  that  promote  our  own,  or  others'  well- 
being.  Bless  all  who  are  dear  to  us,  and  our 
fellow-men  everywhere,  and  Thine  shall  be  all 
the  praise  through  Jesus  our  great  Teacher. 
Amen. 
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The  Best  Possessions. 
Siitantjj  20ag.  ifHorntng. 

AY  not  up    for    yourselves    treasures  upon   earth, 


r 


where  moth  and  rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where 
thieves  break  through  and  steal ;  but  lay  up  for  your- 
selves treasures  in  heaven,  where  neither  moth  nor 
rust  doth  corrupt,  and  where  thieves  do  not  break 
through  and  steal  :  for  where  your  treasure  is  there 
will  your  heart  be  also. 


Prayer. 

OUR  FATHER  who  art  in  heaven,  may  the 
Master's  words,  which  we  have  read,  sink 
into  our  hearts,  and  infuse  a  new  spirit  into  all 
the  enterprises  that  may  occupy  us  this  day. 
While  we  are  so  conscious  that  we  need  food, 
and  raiment,  and  shelter,  may  we  never  forget 
that  we  cannot  live,  in  any  worthy  sense,  by 
bread  alone.  Precious  as  earthly  treasures  are, 
help  us  to  feel  vividly  how  infinitely  more  pre- 
cious are  a  good  conscience,  an  all-embracing 
love,  and  a  serene  and  abiding  trust.  Bless,  we 
pray  Thee,  all  the  members  of  this  household 
and  all  the  families  of  the  earth.  May  we  be 
kindly  afifectioned  one  toward  another,  tender- 
hearted, forgiving  one  another,  as  Thou  for- 
givest  us.  In  the  name  of  Thy  Son  we  look 
to  Thee  for  these  and  all  needed  blessings. 
Amen. 
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lEbctting.  Sixteenth  ©ag. 

WHAT  asks  our  Father  of  His  children  save 
Justice  and  mercy  and  humility? 

No  knotted  scourge  nor  sacrificial  knife, 
But  the  calm  beauty  of  an  ordered  life 
Whose  very  breathing  is  unworded  praise  : 
A  life  that  stands  as  all  true  lives  have  stood 
Firm-rooted  in  the  faith  that  God  is  good. 


Bible  Reading. 
Cor.  v.  14-21.  —  Love  the  True  Motive. 


Prayer. 

OGOD  OUR  FATHER,  we  bow  before 
Thee  in  the  spirit  of  adoration,  for  Thou 
art  the  one  altogether  lovely,  the  one  altogether 
to  be  praised.  When  we  have  forgotten  Thee, 
O  Father,  Thou  hast  not  forgotten  us ;  when  we 
have  turned  aside  from  Thee,  Thou  hast  not 
turned  aside  from  us,  but  constantly  Thou  hast 
been  with  us  and  for  us.  May  Thy  constancy 
reveal  to  our  hearts  Thy  love  for  us,  and  lead 
us  to  repentance.  We  come  to  Thee  in  the 
spirit  of  trustfulness  that  Thy  watchful  eye  will 
keep  us  through  the  night,  and  that  we  may 
awake  refreshed  for, the  duties  of  another  day. 
May  we  always  be  conscious  of  Thy  presence, 
O  God ;  may  all  our  work  be  done  as  for  Thee, 
and  may  our  wills  be  Thine;  we  pray  as  dis- 
ciples of  Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 

3 
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The  Disciples'  Trust. 
SbtbmUmty  Bag.  iBBtormng. 

CONSIDER  the  lilies  of  the  field,  how  they  grow ; 
they  toil  not,  neither  do  they  spin  :  and  yet  I 
say  unto  you  that  Solomon  in  all  his  glory  was  not  ar- 
rayed like  one  of  these.  Wherefore  if  God  so  clothe 
the  grass  of  the  field,  which  to-day  is,  and  to-morrow 
is  cast  into  the  oven,  shall  he  not  much  more  clothe 
you,  O  ye  of  little  faith? 


Prayer. 

OUR  FATHER  who  art  in  heaven,  who 
art  here  on  the  earth  also  and  every- 
where, we  bow  before  Thee  in  reverent  prayer 
and  praise.  We  cannot  see  Thee  with  our  eyes, 
nor  touch  Thee  with  our  hands,  nor  hear  Thee 
with  our  ears ;  but  Thou  art  visible  to  our 
inner  sense,  we  feel  Thee  with  our  heart,  Thou 
speakest  to  our  reason  and  conscience.  O  God, 
wilt  Thou  make  us  more  conscious  of  Thy  pres- 
ence, and  of  Thy  care  over  us.  Banish,,  we 
pray  Thee,  every  doubt  we  may  have  of  Thy 
superintending  mercy.  All  nature  is  full  of 
Thee  ;  but  Thou  art  reflected  most  of  all,  O  Lord, 
in  Thy  Son  our  Saviour.  Give  us,  our  Heavenly 
Father,  we  pray  Thee,  the  spirit  and  wisdom  of 
Christ,  the  wish  and  the  power  to  follow  his 
example,  to  possess  his  purity,  to  practise  his 
charity,  to  rest  in  his  hope,  and  through  him  to 
receive  forgiveness  of  our  sins.     Amen. 
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labelling.  Sebenteerttij  ©ag. 

THE  drooping  sea-weed  hears,  in  night  abyssed, 
Far  and  more  far  the  waves'  receding  shocks, 
Nor  doubts,  for  all  the  darkness  and  the  mist, 
That  the  pale  shepherdess  will  keep  her  tryst, 
And  shoreward  lead  again  her  foam-fleeced  flocks. 

And  though  Thy  healing  waters  far  withdraw, 
I  too  can  wait  and  feed  on  hope  of  Thee 
And  of  the  dear  recurrence  of  Thy  law, 
Sure  that  the  parting  grace  that  morning  saw 
Abides  its  time  to  come  in  search  of  me. 


Bible  Reading. 
Psalm  xliii.  —  For  a  Time  of  Spiritual  Depression. 


Prayer. 

DEAR  FATHER,  we  come  to  Thee  in  the 
evening  hour,  that  we  may  thank  Thee 
for  all  the  gifts  of  the  day.  Above  all  we  thank 
Thee  for  Thy  love,  discovered  in,  yet  greater 
than,  Thy  gifts,  in  view  of  which  we  are  abun- 
dantly comforted  and  encouraged  if  anything  in 
the  day  has  seemed  to  be  against  us.  Not  even 
the  darkness  shall  disturb  our  trust,  for  we 
know  that  Thou  keepest  us  by  night  as  by  day. 
Dear  Father,  forgive  us  if  to-day  we  have  forgot- 
ten Thee,  and  done  wrong,  or  neglected  to  do 
our  utmost  right.  Restore  us ;  make  us  true 
and  brave  and  strong.  Hasten  the  coming 
of  that  morning  when  we  shall  awake  in  Thy 
likeness.  As  we  have  asked  Thee  to  bless  us, 
so  wilt  Thou  bless  all  the  world  through  Jesus 
Christ  our   Lord.     Amen. 
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Judging  Our  Fellow-men. 
IEtgi)teent!j  ©ag.  iWarm'ng. 

JUDGE  not,  that  ye  be  not  judged.  For  with  what 
judgment  ye  judge,  ye  shall  be  judged ;  and  with 
what  measure  ye  mete,  it  shall  be  measured  to  you 
again. 


Prayer. 

OUR  FATHER  who  art  in  heaven,  Thou 
hast  set  judgment  in  the  earth,  and  Thy 
judgments  are  according  to  truth;  for  Thou,  O 
God,  knowest  the  hidden  depths  of  the  soul  and 
the  most  secret  springs  of  human  action. 
Quicken  within  us,  O  Thou  inspirer  of  souls, 
that  merciful  discernment  of  the  human  heart 
which  was  in  Christ,  and  wThich  consists  with 
love  to  man  and  love  to  Thee.  Strengthen 
within  us,  wre  pray  Thee,  that  love  in  whose  cor- 
recting light  wre  may  catch  some  new  reflection 
of  the  spirit  of  him  who  came  into  the  world 
not  to  judge  the  world,  but  that  the  wrorld 
through  him  might  be  saved.  Give  us  grace  to 
renounce  every  suggestion  of  evil,  and  continue 
that  grace  in  our  hearts  until  every  unholy  im- 
pulse shall  die  within  us,  and  our  souls  shall 
give  themselves  in  loving  self-surrender  to  Thy 
infinite  love.  These  things  we  ask  of  Thee,  O 
God,  in  the  name  of  Thy  Son,  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.     Amen. 
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Stating.  IZijgfjtccrttf)  Sag. 

THE  ideal  home  is  the  place  where  souls  are  born. 
No  church  is  so  sacred,  no  communion  so 
truly  an  act  of  remembrance,  as  that  of  a  family,  gath- 
ered in  unity  of  sympathy,  in  prayer.  The  ideal  home 
does  not  depend  upon  the  church  for  the  spiritual  life 
of  its  members  ;  it  is  the  feeder  of  the  spiritual  life  of 

the  church. 

■ — ♦ — 

Bible  Reading. 

Luke  x.  38-42.  —  Jesus  in  the  Home. 


Prayer. 

FATHER  OF  MERCIES,  after  the  varied 
experiences  of  the  day,  we  are  united  by 
common  affections  in  this  family  life  where  our 
souls  find  rest  and  peace.  We  heartily  rejoice, 
our  Father,  in  these  experiences  which,  wisely 
and  patiently  used,  will  render  the  home  a  valu- 
able discipline  for  the  soul.  May  each  find 
in  this  sacred  relation  an  opportunity  to  minis- 
ter unto  all,  and  to  make  the  spirit  of  the  home 
life  the  spirit  of  our  Master,  Jesus  Christ, 
whose  presence  brightened  the  homes  that  shel- 
tered him  in  life.  May  the  sleep  of  the  night 
refresh  us  for  new  ministries  and  labors ;  and 
when  the  last  evening  shall  come  to  us,  may 
it  be  a  prelude  to  the  morning  without  clouds 
and  a  world  where  there  shall  be  no  night. 
Accept  these  evening  offerings  in  the  name  of 
Jesus   Christ  our  Lord.      Amen. 


3&  Prayers  for  the  Home. 

The  Golden  Rule. 
Nineteenth  ffiag.  fHarntng. 

WHAT  man  is  there  of  you,  whom  if  his  son  ask 
bread,  will  he  give  him  a  stone?  Or  if  he 
ask  a  fish,  will  he  give  him  a  serpent?  If  ye  then, 
being  evil,  know  how  to  give  good  gifts  unto  your 
children,  how  much  more  shall  your  Father  in  heaven 
give  good  things  to  them  that  ask  him  ?  Therefore  all 
things  whatsoever  ye  would  that  men  should  do  to  you, 
do  ye  even  so  to  them. 


Prayer. 

GRACIOUS  AND  LOVING  FATHER, 
where  could  we  find  but  in  Thee  a  friend 
so  loving  and  so  rich  as  never  to  grow  weary  of 
our  wants  and  never  to  fear  that  we  shall  ask 
too  much?  Help  us  to  build  this  day  upon  Thy 
promises,  sure  that  no  difficulty  can  meet  us,  no 
grief  fall  to  us,  so  great  but  as  we  cry  for  help 
Thou  wilt  hear  and  save.  Oh,  dismiss  us  from 
this  moment  of  prayer  with  hearts  so  full  and 
brave  that  all  this  day  we  may  honor  Thee  with 
our  works,  and  praise  Thee  with  our  thoughts. 
Out  of  the  good  things  Thou  dost  give,  teach 
us  to  bestow  upon  others ;  not  measuring  what 
we  do  for  men  by  their  desert,  nor  by  any 
expected  recompense,  but  even  as  we  desire  for 
ourselves,  so  bestowing  upon  those  who  want. 
Accept  the  prayer  of  our  hearts,  and  continue 
to  us  all  Thy  grace,  through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.     Amen. 
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IZbentng-  Nmettentjj  ©ag. 

WHENE'ER  a  noble  deed  is  wrought, 
Whene'er  is  spoken  a  noble  thought, 
Our  hearts  in  glad  surprise 
To  higher  levels  rise. 

Honor  to  those  whose  words  or  deeds 
Thus  help  us  in  our  daily  needs, 
And  by  their  overflow 

Raise  us  from  what  is  low. 


Bible  Reading. 
Matt.  xxvi.  6-13.  —  The  Woman's  Memorial. 


o 


Prayer. 

UR  HEAVENLY  FATHER,  at  the  close 
of  this  day,  around  this  home  altar,  we 
desire  to  acknowledge  our  renewed  obligations 
to  Thee.  We  thank  Thee  that  the  tie  which 
binds  us  together  gives  us  unspeakable  joy, 
and  we  desire  always  so  to  wear  it  that  in  this 
blessed  association  of  the  home  we  shall  have 
a  foretaste  of  the  joys  of  heaven.  While  we 
walk  together  in  this  relation,  we  would  not 
forget  that  larger  relation  which  we  sustain  to 
the  great  family  of  mankind.  Quicken  within 
us  the  aspiration  for  brotherly  kindness,  so  that 
our  lives  with  our  fellow-men  may  be  full  of 
helpfulness.  We  would  hold  in  remembrance 
before  Thee  the  dear  ones  who  are  absent  from 
us.  We  ask  Thy  blessing  upon  our  beloved 
Church.  We  commit  ourselves  to  Thee,  to 
whom  the  darkness  and  the  light  are  both 
alike.     Amen. 
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The  Christian  Law. 
STfomtietfj  ®ag.  fHornmg. 

THOU  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy 
strength,  and  with  all  thy  mind  ;  and  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself.. 


Prayer. 

ALMIGHTY  GOD,  our  Heavenly  Father, 
we  thank  Thee  for  the  beauty  of  the 
heavens  and  the  fruitfulness  of  the  earth,  for 
friendship,  home,  and  affection.  Above  all,  we 
thank  Thee  for  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,  the 
revealer  of  Thy  will,  and  the  express  image  of 
Thy  glory.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  simplicity 
and  strength  of  his  character,  for  the  love  which 
he  showed  for  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men, 
for  the  sacrifice  of  his  life  for  man.  We  praise 
Thee  for  the  Christian  law  which  he  declared 
and  exemplified,  —  the  law  of  universal  love. 
Help  us  that  we  may  see  our  neighbors  in  all 
those  in  need.  Make  our  feet  ready  to  run 
on  errands  of  mercy,  and  fill  our  hands  with 
the  gifts  of  love.  Through  Jesus  Christ  our 
Lord.     Amen.  \ 
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3E6cmng.  SEfoentietf)  ©ag. 

BECAUSE  a  man  has  shop  to  mind 
In  time  and  place,  since  flesh  must  live, 
Needs  spirit  lack  all  life  behind, 
All  stray  thoughts,  fancies  fugitive, 
All  loves  except  what  trade  can  give? 


Bible  Reading. 
Romans  viii.  12-17.  —  Living  after  the  Spirit. 


Prayer. 

OGOD,  grant  unto  us  a  sense  of  Thy  living 
presence.  The  night  has  come,  and  we 
are  weary,  and  seek  rest  in  Thee,  who  art  never 
weary.  We  thank  Thee  for  this  evening's  up- 
ward look,  which  by  prayer  joins  the  work  of 
the  day  to  the  faith  of  the  night.  Around 
everything  we  do  or  think  throw  the  halo  of 
Thy  presence  and  the  sanctity  of  Thy  Holy 
Spirit.  May  we  thus  bring  our  whole  life  boldly 
to  the  throne  of  grace.  If  our  day  is  a  lost  one, 
O  God,  our  Father,  we  can  only  ask  for  pardon. 
Accept  our  prayer  as  the  incense  of  penitence, 
and  the  lifting  up  of  our  hands  as  the  evening 
sacrifice.  Bless  those  whose  faces  and  voices 
come  to  us  at  this  time  through  the  sweet  minis- 
tries of  memory,  together  with  all  Thy  children 
in  all  Thy  worlds.     Amen. 
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Office  of  Jesus. 
8nDentg*jFirst  Sag,  fHatning. 

FOR  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his 
only  begotten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  in 
him  should  not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life.  For 
God  sent  not  his  Son  into  the  world  to  condemn  the 
world  ;  but  that  the  world  through  him  might  be  saved. 
—  I  am  come  that  they  might  have  life,  and  that  they 
might  have  it  more  abundantly. 


Prayer. 

OTHOU  GOD  OF  LOVE,  we  thank  Thee 
that  Thou  didst  send  Thy  only  begotten 
Son  into  the  world  to  save  us  from  our  sins,  and 
bestow  upon  us  the  inestimable  gift  of  eternal 
life.  As  Thou  didst  so  love  us,  help  us  to 
manifest  our  love  to  Thee  by  obeying  Thee  in 
all  things  pertaining  to  the  life  that  now  is  and 
to  that  which  is  to  come.  .In  every  thought,  in 
every  word,  and  in  every  deed,  help  us  to  imitate 
our  Saviour,  and  strive  for  the  crown  of  right- 
eousness which  is  Thine  to  give  through  Jesus 
Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 
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lEbnttrtg.  Stoentg^jFirst  ©ag, 

SOUL,  from  thy  casement  look  and  thou  shalt  see 
How  He  persists  to  knock  and  wait  for  thee. 
And  oh,  how  often  to  that  voice  of  sorrow, 
"  To-morrow  we  will  open,"  I  replied, 
And  when  the  morrow  came  I  answered  still, 
"  To-morrow." 

— ♦ — 

Bible  Reading. 
Luke  xii.  16-21.  —  Living  To-day. 


Prayer. 

OUR  HEAVENLY  FATHER,  Thy  mercies 
were  new  in  the  morning ;  they  are  fresh 
in  this  evening  hour.  If  we  have  done  aught 
of  good  this  day,  let  Thy  blessing  be  upon  it, 
that  it  may  grow  into  larger  good.  For  all  that 
we  have  done  amiss  we  humbly  crave  Thy  par- 
don; and  we  do  beseech  of  Thee  grace  and 
strength  for  a  better  walk  and  conversation  in 
the  days  to  come.  Bless  our  home  in  all  its 
interests,  and  our  Church  in  all  its  labors.  Be 
Thou,  O  Lord,  the  guide  and  shield  of  our 
beloved  country,  and  care  for  all  Thy  children 
of  every  name  and  clime.  Now  as  we  go  to 
our  nightly  repose  may  peace  fill  all  our  hearts, 
in  the  love  of  our  dear  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus 
Christ.     Amen. 
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The  Final  Result. 
2Rnentg=SecontJ  ©ag.  dJHormng. 

I  IF  I  be  lifted  up  from  the  earth,  will  draw  all  men 
,,  unto  me.  —  For  he  must  reign,  till  he  hath  put  all 
enemies  under  his  feet.  And  when  all  things  shall  be 
subdued  unto  him,  then  shall  the  Son  also  himself  be 
subject  unto  him  that  put  all  things  under  him,  that 
God  'may  be  all  in  all. 


o 


Prayer. 

UR  FATHER  who  art  in  heaven,  blessed 
be  Thy  name  for  all  the  bounty  Thou 
hast  shown  Thy  dependent  children ;  and  this 
day  we  would  worship  Thee  in  love,  and  walk 
dutifully  in  the  way  of  Thy  commands.  We 
fervently  thank  Thee,  Father,  that  Thou  didst 
create  us  in  Thine  own  image,  and  endow  us 
with  the  powers  of  an  endless  life.  We  rejoice 
before  Thee  that  Thou  hast  joined  us  together 
by  ties  so  strong,  so  sacred,  and  so  sweet.  We 
thank  Thee,  Father,  for  the  lifting  up  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  the  fulness  of  Thy  own  love,  giving 
us  sure  promise  of  perfect  fruition  in  the  final 
holiness  and  happiness  of  all  men  in  heaven. 
O  blessed  Father,  may  we  this  day  walk  and 
work  in  all  things  as  becometh  Thy  children,  — 
in  love  and  helpfulness  to  one  another,  and  in 
reverence  and  gratitude  to  Thee.     Amen. 
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lEfccning.  STfoentj^SecontJ  ©an. 

DAUGHTERS  of  time,  the  hypocritic  days, 
Muffled  and  dumb  like  barefoot  dervishes, 
And  marching  single  in  an  endless  file, 
Bring  diadems  and  fagots  in  their  hands. 
To  each  they  offer  gifts  after  his  will, 
Bread,  kingdoms,  stars,  and  sky  that  holds  them  all. 
I,  in  my  pleached  garden,  watched  the  pomp, 
Forgot  my  morning  wishes,  hastily 
Took  a  few  herbs  and  apples,  and  the  day 
Turned  and  departed  silent.     I,  too  late, 
Under  her  solemn  fillet  saw  the  scorn. 


Bible  Reading. 
Luke  xix.  12-28.  —  Occupy  till  I  Come. 


Prayer. 

OTHOU  whom  Jesus  revealed  as  our 
Father,  hear  the  breathings  of  our  souls 
in  this  evening  hour.  The  day  has  waved  its 
evening  good-by  and  departed,  leaving  its  gifts 
of  Thy  wisdom  and  love.  Let  the  glow  of  Thy 
wisdom  illuminate  our  minds,  and  the  warmth 
of  Thy  love  animate  our  affections.  Guide  us 
in  our  strength;  support  us  in  our  weakness; 
and  inspire  us  in  every  season  of  doubt.  Lead 
us,  O  Father,  on  through  the  mist,  the  shadow, 
the  lowland  of  earthly  existence,  to  the  bright 
and  beautiful  realms  of  the  angels'  home.  Fold 
us  this  night,  O  Spirit  of  Love,  in  Thine  arms ; 
and  in  the  coming  new  day  fit  us  for  its  activi- 
ties, with  Thy  Spirit  directing  us,  and  our  hearts 
and  wills  responding  to  Thy  gentle  commands. 

Amen. 
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The  Last  Supper. 
2Ctomtg=2T{)trt  ISag.  iJHorntng. 

AND  he  took  bread,  and  gave  thanks,  and  brake  it, 
and  gave  unto  them,  saying,  This  is  my  body 
which  is  given  for  you  ;  this  do  in  remembrance  of  me. 
Likewise  also  the  cup  after  supper,  saying,  This  cup  is 
the  new  testament  in  my  blood,  which  is  shed  for  you. 


Prayer. 

OUR  FATHER,  with  glad  hearts  we  accept 
the  bread  from  heaven  which  Thy  love 
provides..  With  sincere  gratitude  we  thank 
Thee  for  the  privilege  of  sharing  Thy  bounties 
with  each  other.  In  earnest  devotion  we  pray 
for  the  blessing  of  grace  which  in  our  Lord  and 
Master  Thou  hast  made  possible.  Lead  us  in 
the  way  of  duty,  that,  guarded  by  Thy  presence, 
we  may  not  shrink  from  nor  fear  its  self-denials. 
Comfort  us  in  our  sorrows  with  the  hopes  that 
root  themselves  in  Thy  love,  and  aid  us  to  bear 
our  burdens  with  the  patience  that  reveals  Thy 
will  as  better  than  our  own.  Increase  our  trust 
in  Thy  wisdom,  and  evermore  feed  us  with  the 
bread  of  life.  Forgive  us  our  sins,  and  renew  a 
right  spirit  within  us  that  we  sin  no  more.  So 
lead  us  upward  day  by  day  nearer  to  Thee, 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 
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lEimiing.  CfoEntg=2E])u;tJ  Bag. 

TEACH  me  to  live.     'T  is  easier  far  to  die, 
Gently  and  silently  to  pass  away ; 
On  earth's  long  night  to  close  the  heavy  eye 
And  waken  in  the  glorious  realms  of  day. 

Teach  me  that  harder  lesson,  how  to  live, 
To  serve  Thee  in  the  darkest  paths  of  life ; 
Arm  me  for  conflict  now,  fresh  vigor  give, 
And  make  me  more  than  conqueror  in  the  strife. 


Bible  Reading. 

Phil.  i.  19--23.  —  Living  Harder  than  Dying. 


Prayer. 

TNFINITE     SPIRIT!      Infinite    Preserver! 

-L  Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  as  the 
shadows  gather  we  give  Thee  thanks  for  Thy 
care  during  the  busy  hours  that  are  now  pass- 
ing into  a  memory.  We  thank  Thee  for  the 
strength  Thou  hast  given  us  to  bear  our  bur- 
dens. We  ask  Thy  pardon  for  our  moments  of 
weakness,  when  our  hands  faltered,  when  our 
eyes  were  blinded,  when  our  ears  were  deaf, 
when  our  lips  were  dumb,  and  our  souls  were 
dismayed.  We  thank  Thee  if  these  have  passed 
away,  and  we  have  come  again  to  trust  in  Thee, 
the  Living  God.  Bless  our  dear  ones.  Give 
health  to  the  sick,  penitence  to  the  sinning, 
continuance  in  courage  to  the  righteous,  and 
comfort  to  those  in  sorrow.     Amen. 
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The  Last  Teachings. 
STfoHitg-jFourtfj  ©ag.  fHorntng. 

1ET  not  your  heart  be  troubled ;  ye  believe  in  God, 
_^  believe  also  in  me.  In  my  Father's  house  are 
many  mansions  :  if  it  were  not  so,  I  would  have  told 
you.  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  And  if  I  go  to 
prepare  a  place  for  you,  I  will  come  again,  and  receive 
you  urrto  myself:  that  where  I  am,  there  ye  may  be 
also.  —  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be 
afraid. 


Prayer. 

OUR  FATHER  in  heaven,  may  the  influ- 
ence of  him  who  in  a  time  of  imminent 
peril,  and  when  the  shadows  of  earthly  trouble 
were  thickest,  bade  his  disciples  let  not  their 
hearts  be  troubled,  be  felt  as  a  present  and  per- 
petual influence.  May  this  influence  color  our 
whole  life  with  its  golden  beams,  falling  upon 
this  and  all  homes,  making  the  humblest  hearth- 
stone beautiful,  and  all  the  future,  even  the 
clouds  that  hang  over  the  tomb,  bright  with 
promise.  May  the  spirit  of  the  Master  become 
the  fibre  which  holds  this  family  together,  the- 
golden  thread  which  beautifies  the  domestic 
fabric.  Oh  that  all  our  households  may  become 
Christian  shrines  full  of  the  sweetness  of  Jesus, 
types  of  that  great  home  in  heaven  where  dis- 
cords never  come,  so  that  our  children  may 
grow  beautiful,  and  go  out  to  bless  the  world  ! 

Amen. 


o] 
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lEbnu'ng.  2rtomtg=j0tirtf)  Dag. 

kFT  have  I  seen  at  some  cathedral  door 
A  laborer,  pausing  in  the  dust  and  heat, 
Lay  down  his  burden,  and  with  reverent  feet 
Enter.   .   .   . 

So  as  I  enter  here  from  day  to  day, 
And  leave  my  burden  at  this  minster  gate, 
Kneeling  in  prayer,  and  not  ashamed  to  pray, 
The  tumult  of  the  time  disconsolate 
To  inarticulate  murmurs  dies  away, 
While  the  eternal  acres  watch  and  wait. 


Bible  Reading. 

Gen.  xxviii.  10-16.  —  Bethel. 


Prayer. 

OUR  Bountiful  Heavenly  Father,  we 
thank  Thee  for  the  blessings,  the  oppor- 
tunities, and  the  lessons  of  another  day.  Thy 
mercies  have  been  unceasing,  and  the  world 
has  been  vocal  with  Thy  warnings  and  instruc- 
tions. Forgive  us  that  our  answering  love  to 
Thee  is  not  warmer,  and  that  our  service  of 
Thee  is  not  more  active.  Grant  that  sleep  may 
recruit  our  wasted  energies,  and  give  us  new 
strength  for  another  day's  duties.  When  the 
last  earthly  change  shall  come  to  us,  may 
that  too  seem  but  a  sleep,  from  which  there  is  a 
sure  awakening  far  brighter  and  more  joyous 
than  that  from  earthly  slumber.  Make  us 
Thy  dutiful  and  loving  children  in  all  things 
for  all  worlds.  In  the  name  of  Jesus,  Thy  Son, 
our  Saviour,  and  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

4  Amen. 
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Gethsemane. 
StoentgsjFiftl)  ©ag.  fHomtng. 

THEN  said  he  unto  them,  My  soul  is  exceeding 
sorrowful,  even  unto  death  :  tarry  ye  here  and 
watch  with  me.  And  he  went  a  little  further  and  fell 
on  his  face,  and  prayed,  saying,  O  my  Father,  if  it  be 
possible,  let  this  cup  pass  from  me  :  nevertheless,  not  as 
I  will,  but- as  thou  wilt.  And  he  cometh  unto  the  dis- 
ciples, and  findeth  them  asleep,  and  saith  unto  Peter, 
What,  could  ye  not  watch  with  me  one  hour? 


Prayer. 

ALMIGHTY  GOD,  our  Loving  Father  and 
Everlasting  Friend,  we  know  not  all  the 
sacred  mystery  of  Gethsemane ;  but  in  all  the 
agony  of  the  Saviour's  trouble  we  see  deep  love 
for  .men.  In  every  drop  of  sweat  upon  the  brow 
of  suffering  innocence  we  see  a  tear  of  heaven 
for  the  sin  and  misery  of  the  world  ;  in  every 
oppressed  and  sorrow-laden  word  of  prayer  the 
Saviour  prayed  we  see  the  inspiring  truth  of  a 
divine  solicitude.  Truly,  there  is  hope  for  us 
all,  —  for  every  soul  that  has  sinned,  for  every 
one  that  lives.  Invisible  as  Thou  art,  the 
pierced  hands  of  our  Beloved  have  drawn  aside 
the  veil  of  darkness,  and  the  glorious  garments 
of  Thy  Fatherhood  are  revealed.  We  praise 
Thee,  Maker  and  Father  of  men.  May  the 
victory  of  Jesus  over  the  world  help  us  to  con- 
quer. May  we  watch  with  him  against  evil 
tempting  and  wrong  desire.  Let  the  blessing 
of  peace  won  out  of  conflict  be  ours.     Amen. 
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ISfonu'ng.  SRnmtgsjFiftjj  ©ag. 

^ESUS,  these  eyes  have  never  seen 
That  radiant  form  of  thine. 
The  veil  of  sense  hangs  dark  between 
Thy  blessed  face  and  mine. 

I  see  Thee  not,  I  hear  Thee  not, 

Yet  art  Thou  oft  with  me ; 
And  earth  hath  ne'er  so  dear  a  spot 

As  where  I  meet  with  Thee. 


J' 


Bible  Reading. 
Romans  viii.  1-11.  —  Christ  in  You. 

— ♦ — 

Prayer. 

HEAVENLY  FATHER,  Source  of  all  life 
and  Giver  of  all  good,  we  thank  Thee 
for  the  day  drawing  to  a  close.  We  thank  Thee 
for  home  and  friends,  for  love  and  righteousness, 
and  for  the  hope  of  joys  to  come  at  Thy  right 
hand.  May  our  slumbers  for  the  night  be  sweet 
and  refreshing;  and  as  Thy  loving-kindness  has 
been  with  us  in  the  daytime,  may  our  songs  and 
our  prayers  be  unto  Thee  by  night,  O  God  of 
our  lives.  As  day  unto  day  uttereth  Thy  speech, 
may  night  unto  night  bring  forth  such  know- 
ledge as  shall  make  us  wise  unto  salvation. 
Wilt  Thou  forgive  us  our  sins ;  and  may  Christ, 
Thy  Son,  our  Saviour,  be  in  us  the  hope  of 
glory.     Amen. 


5  2  Prayers  for  the  Home. 

Prayer  on  the  Cross. 
STfoentg^Stxtf)  Sag.  fHotmng. 

WHEN  they  were  come  to  the  place  which  is 
called  Calvary,  there  they  crucified  him,  and 
the  malefactors,  one  on  the  right  hand,  and  the  other 
on  the  left.  Then  said  Jesus,  Father,  forgive  them  ;  for 
they  know  not  what  they  do.  When  the  centurion  saw 
what  was  done,  he  said,  Certainly  this  was  a  righteous 
man. 


Prayer. 

GREAT  FATHER  of  our  spirits,  the  God 
and  Father  of  our  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ, 
.we  thank  Thee  not  only  for  his  pure  life  and 
his  words  of  wisdom,  but  also  for  the  softening 
influence  of  his  dying  love,  that  has  so  melted 
obdurate  human  hearts  that  no  earthly  power 
could  subdue.  Above  all,  we  thank  Thee  for 
that  great  moral  miracle  of  his  dying  prayer  for 
those  who  pierced  and  mocked  him,  as  far  above 
the  law  of  unsanctified  human  nature  as  were 
his  acts  of  healing  and  the  raising  of  the  dead 
above  the  visible  laws  of  our  material  nature. 
Give  us  grace  to  enable  us  to  imbibe  and  culti- 
vate that  same  spirit  of  fidelity  to  truth  and 
forgiveness  of  enemies  that  marked  his  life  and 
death.     We  ask  it  all  through  Christ.     Amen. 
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!£bcmng.  ®foentg=<5titf)  Dag. 

*OME  murmur  when  their  sky  is  clear 
And  wholly  bright  to  view, 
If  one  small  speck  of  dark  appear, 

In  their  great  heaven  of  blue. 
And  some  with  thankful  love  are  filled, 

If  but  one  ray  of  light, 
One  gleam  of  God's  good  mercy  gild 

The  darkness  of  their  night. 


sc 


Bible  Reading. 
Psalm  cxlvii.  —  The  Thankful  Spirit. 


Prayer. 

OUR  FATHER  in  heaven,  as*  another  day 
draws  near  its  end  we  would  thank  Thee 
for  the  opportunities  it  has  brought  and  for  its 
lessons.  But  may  we  feel  that  no  day  ever 
really  ends,  that  it  influences  other  days,  that 
what  has  been  said  and  done  in  it  cannot  die, 
but  will  help  or  hinder  for  a  long  time  to  come. 
May  this  thought  of  their  effects  make  the 
passing  days  of  greater  value  in  our  eyes,  and 
keep  us  from  slighting  them.  May  our  devotions 
not  be  all  merely  asking;  and  yet,  O  Father, 
may  we  be  sure  not  to  ask  too  little.  Give  us 
large  and  divine  aspirations  and  longings,  that 
shall  move  us  often  to  call  upon  Thy  holy  name. 
Above  all,  may  we  ask  and  earnestly  seek  more 
and  more  of  the  spirit  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour. 

Amen* 
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Resurrection. 

aCfaentg'&bentfj  ©ag,  JHorninjg. 

To  be  used  also  for  Easter  Day. 

MARY  stood  without  at  the  sepulchre  weeping. — 
She  turned  herself  back,  and  saw  Jesus  stand- 
ing, and  knew  not  that  it  was  Jesus.  —  Jesus  saith  unto 
her,  Mary.  She  turned  herself  and  saith  unto  him, 
Rabboni ;  which  is  to  say,  Master.  —  Mary  came  and 
told  the  disciples  that  she  had  seen  the  Lord. 


Prayer. 

HOLY  FATHER,  we  thank  Thee  for  life 
and  all  that  makes  life  blessed.  Espe- 
cially do  we  thank  Thee  to-day  for  the  joy,  the 
hope,  and  the  life  inspired  by  the  resurrection 
from  the  grave  of  Jesus  the  Christ.  We  thank 
Thee  that  he  conquered  death,  and  brought  life 
and  immortality  to  light.  We  bless  Thee  for 
the  assurance  that  because  he  lives  we  shall  live 
also;  that  we  shall  not  lose  our  identity  in 
death ;  that  in  heaven  we  shall  see  and  be  seen, 
know  and  be  known ;  and  that  there  or  here  we 
cannot  be  separated  from  Thy  love.  For  all 
these  things  we  thank  Thee ;  and  in  commemo- 
ration of  the  reality  which  has  brought  such 
light  to  our  earth  we  pray  that  Thou  wilt  teach 
us  and  all  Thy  people  to  walk  as  children  of  the 
light,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 
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ISbcmng.  &frjEntg=<Serjmtf)  ©ag. 

PITCH  thy  behavior  low,  thy  projects  high  ; 
So  shalt  thou  humble  and  magnanimous  be. 
Sink  not  in  spirit :  who  aimeth  at  the  sky, 
Shoots  higher  much  than  he  that  means  a  tree. 
A  grain  of  glory  mixed  with  humbleness 
Cures  both  a  fever  and  lethargicness. 


Bible  Reading. 
2  Cor.  iv.  1-18. —  Treasure  in  Earthen  Vessels. 


Prayer. 

FATHER  OF  MERCIES,  we  thank  Thee 
for  life  enriched  by  Thy  favor  and 
blessed  by  Thy  love.  We  pray  for  the  mem- 
bers of  this  home ;  for  our  kindred  and  friends, 
for  the  whole  family  of  man.  May  Thy  gra- 
cious benediction  rest  upon  all  souls.  We  com- 
mend all  sorrowing  hearts  to  Thee,  and  also, 
O  Righteous  Father,  those  of  Thy  children 
whose  lives  are  ruled  by  ignorance  and  sin. 
We  pray  for  our  brothers  and  sisters  thus  led 
captive  by  evil;  may  the  Christ  love  appeal  to 
them,  and  Thy  goodness  lead  them  to  repent- 
ance. We  commit  ourselves  to  Thy  love; 
whether  we  wake  or  whether  we  sleep  we  are 
with  Thee.  In  this  thought  we  would  lie  down 
and  rise  up,  forever  giving  praise  to  Thy  name 
through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 


5 6  Prayers  for  the  Home. 

The  Early  Church. 
£taentrj=1£tgljtrj  Sag.  ilHarmng. 

WHEN  the  day  of  Pentecost  was  fully  come  they 
were  all  with  one  accord  in  one  place.  Sud- 
denly there  came  a  sound  from  heaven  as  of  a  rushing 
mighty  wind,  and  it  filled  all  the  house  where  they  were 
sitting.  And  there  appeared  unto  them  cloven  tongues 
like. as  of  fire,  and  it  sat  upon  each  of  them.  And 
they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit. 


Prayer. 

SOURCE  of  Truth  and  Holy  Spirit, 
who  wilt  be  worshipped  in  spirit  and  in 
truth,  we  thank  Thee  for  the  quickening  which, 
through  Jesus  Thy  Son,  came  to  the  infant 
Church,  and  inspired  teachers  with  wisdom  and 
martyrs  with  courage.  For  the  abiding  of  Thy 
Spirit  in  the  Church  for  many  ages,  and  for 
all  the  victories  which  it  has  achieved  over 
error  and  sin,  we  bless  Thee.  May  we  ever 
seek  to  overcome  through  Thy  truth  dwelling  in 
us ;  to  be  loving  and  helpful  in  the  spirit  of 
Jesus,  and  so  attain  the  peace  which  Thou 
givest  to  those  who  obey  and  trust  Thee.  We 
ask  not  for  tongue  of  flame,  nor  for  wonder- 
working power,  but  for  the  simple  faith,  the 
consecration,  and  the  love  which  overcome 
the  world.  So  may  we  be  Thy  spiritual  chil- 
dren and  true  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ.     Amen. 
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Hbening.  STtocntjj^EigljtJj  Bag, 

IKE  a  cradle  rocking,  rocking, 
Silent,  peaceful,  to  and  fro, 
Like  a  mother's  sweet  looks  dropping 

On  the  little  face  below, 
Hangs  the  green  earth,  swinging,  turning, 

Jar-less,  noiseless,  safe,  and  slow  ; 
Falls  the  light  of  God's  face  bending 

Down  and  watching  us  below. 
And  as  feeble  babes  that  suffer, 

Toss  and  cry,  and  will  not  rest, 
Are  the  ones  the  tender  mother 

Holds  the  closest,  loves  the  best, 
So  when  we  are  weak  and  wretched, 

By  our  sins  weighed  down,  distressed, 
Then  it  is  that  God's  great  patience 

Holds  us  closest,  loves  us  best. 


Bible  Reading. 
Mark  iv.  35-41.  —  Peace,  Be  Still. 

— ♦ — 

Prayer. 

ALMIGHTY  FATHER,  we  thank  Thee  for 
the  day  now  closing,  with  all  that  it  has 
brought  us  from  Thee.  We  adore  Thy  wise 
love  and  trust  in  Thy  mercy  and  grace.  We 
dare  not  claim  that  in  all  things  we  have  come 
up  to  the  demands  of  Thy  holiness.  We 
invoke  Thy  Spirit  that  we  may  discern  and 
repent  of  our  fault,  and  Thy  forgiving  love  for 
pardon.  May  Thy  everlasting  arms  be  about 
us  while  we  sleep,  and  may  we  awaken  in 
renewed  strength  for  the  duties  of  the  morrow. 
In  the  name  of  the  Lord  Jesus  our  Redeemer. 

Amen. 
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Stephen,  the  First  Martyr. 
JEfonttgsNmtj)  Bag,  fHorntng. 

AND  Stephen,  full  of  grace  and  power,  did  great 
wonders  among  the  people,  and  they  were  not 
able  to  resist  the  wisdom  and  the  spirit  by  which  he 
spake! — And  they  stoned  Stephen,  calling  upon  God 
and  saying,  Lord  Jesus,  receive  my  spirit.  And  he 
kneeled  down,  and  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  Lord,  lay 
not  this  sin  to  their  charge.  And  when  he  had  said 
this,  he  fell  asleep. 


Prayer. 

OUR  HEAVENLY  FATHER,  may  the 
story  of  this  first  Christian  martyr,  who 
"was  so  full  of  grace  and  power,  and  whose  wis- 
dom and  spirit  were  so  irresistible,  show  us  how 
precious  in  Thy  sight  is  that  obedience  unto 
Thee  which  is  faithful  even  unto  death.  Help 
us  to  have  his  noble  spirit  of  self-sacrifice,  and 
help  us  to  understand  with  him  how  worthy 
of  our  devotion  is  the  glorious  Gospel  of  Thy 
grace.  Father,  we  thank  Thee  for  every  day 
which  comes  to  us,  and  we  pray  for  wisdom  and 
strength  to  use  all  Thy  gifts  aright.  Fill  our 
hearts  with  peace  and  love,  and  more  and  more 
help  us  to  help  each  other,  in  imitation  of  our 
Lord  and  Master  Jesus  Christ,  in  whose  name 
we  offer  and  ask  all.     Amen. 
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3£rjcm'ng.  8ttomtg*jStntfj  Dan. 

THOUGH  love  repine,  and  reason  chafe, 
There  came  a  voice  without  reply,  — 
i(  Tis  man's  perdition  to  be  safe, 

When  for  the  truth  he  ought  to  die." 


Bible  Reading. 
Matt.  xvi.  24-28.  —  Losing  Life  to  Find  It. 


Prayer. 

OUR  FATHER  who  art  in  heaven,  as  we 
end  another  day,  we  pray  that  it  may 
still  be  light  within  our  souls,  the  light  of  Thy 
presence  shining  there  for  comfort  and  for 
peace.  We  remember  before  Thee  these  hours 
of  earthly  privilege.  Thou  art  so  good  that  we 
dare  to  remember  even  their  faults.  If  we  have 
been  selfish  we  ask  Thee  to  rebuke  and  forgive 
us.  If  we  have  forgotten  Jesus,  let  us  hold  him 
close  to  our  hearts  to-morrow.  If  the  tears  have 
risen  to  our  eyes,  or  our  cross  has  seemed  more 
than  we  could  bear,  we  pray  Thee  for  the 
strength  and  faith  which  were  in  our  Saviour, 
and  which  he  promised  to  give  us  from  Thee. 
Thine,  as  Jesus  Christ  has  taught  us,  are  the  king- 
dom, power,  and  glory  forevermore.     Amen. 
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Paul's  Description  of  Love. 

atfjirttrtfj  ©ag.  fRoming. 

OVE  suffereth  long  and  is  kind ;  love  envieth  not ; 
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love  vaunteth  not  itself;  is  not  puffed  up,  doth 
not  behave  itself  unseemly,  seeketh  not  its  own,  is  not 
provoked,  taketh  not  account  of  evil ;  rejoiceth  not  in 
unrighteousness,  but  rejoiceth  with  the  truth ;  beareth 
all  things,  believeth  all  things,  hopeth  all  things,  endur- 
eth  all  things.     Love  never  faileth. 


Prayer. 

OUR  FATHER,  we  bring  our  lives  to  Thy 
feet.  Thou,  Lord,  seest  them.  Oh,  we 
thank  Thee  that  Thou  seest  them  in  love  which 
even  surpasses  the  wonderful  description  we 
have  read.  In  this  love  of  Thine  we  would  rest; 
in  it  we  would  work.  May  we  try  and  make 
this  love  prevail  in  our  own  lives,  in  this  home, 
in  this  neighborhood,  in  our  Church,  in  the 
world.  We  remember  in  our  prayer  all  our 
dear  ones,  we  remember  everybody's  dear  ones, 
we  especially  remember  those  who  do  not  seem 
to  be  dear  to  any  one  on  earth,  and  thank  Thee 
that  Thou  dost  so  love  them  that  Thou  didst 
give  Thine  Only  Begotten  Son,  that  they  might 
live.  Send  us  to  those  for  whom  he  died.  In 
His  Name.     Amen. 
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Ubntfafl.  SHjirtietfj  Bag. 

WE  receive  but  what  we  give, 
And  in  our  life  alone  does  Nature  live  ; 
Ours  is  her  wedding  garment,  ours  her  shroud. 
And  would  we  aught  behold  of  higher  worth, 
Than  that  inanimate  cold  world  allowed 
To  the  poor,  loveless,  ever  anxious  crowd, 
Ah  !  from  the  soul  itself  must  issue  forth 
A  light,  a  glory,  a  fair  luminous  cloud, 
Enveloping  the  earth. 
And  from  the  soul  itself  there  must  be  sent 
A  sweet  and  potent  voice  of  its  own  birth, 
Of  all  sweet  sounds  the  life  and  element. 


Bible  Reading. 

John  xii.  23-30.  —  Hearing  with  the  Ear,  or  with 
the  Soul. 


Prayer. 

ETERNAL  FATHER,  Thou  who  orderest 
life  and  controllest  death,  and  reignest 
in  the  regions  of  the  undying,  may  the  blessing 
of  Thy  commendation  rest  upon  us  in  this  hour. 
Thou  hast  kept  us  through  the  day;  its  privi- 
leges and  opportunities  have  been  from  Thy 
hand.  Grant  that  greater  strength  of  mind 
and  soul  be  ours  because  of  thought,  labor, 
and  love.  May  we  so  live  that  our  giving  and 
receiving  of  the  good  shall  be  in  largest  meas- 
ure ;  that  the  light  of  our  souls  and  the  blessed- 
ness of  our  lives  be  luminous  in  this  world. 
Guide  us  in  Thy  ways  so  we  shall  enter  into 
no  darkness,  but  night  as  day  shall  be  lighted  of 
Thee,  so  shall  the  spirit  of  the  Master  be  ours 
evermore.     Amen. 
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Daily  Conduct. 
©jittg^irst  Bag.  JHarmng. 

ABHOR  that  which  is  evil ;  cleave  to  that  which  is 
good.  Be  kindly  affectioned  one  to  another 
with  brotherly  love ;  in  honor  preferring  one  another. 
Not  slothful  in  business,  fervent  in  spirit,  serving  the 
Lord  •  rejoicing  in  hope,  patient  in  tribulation,  continu- 
ing instant  in  prayer. 


Prayer. 

OUR  FATHER  in  heaven,  we  praise  Thee 
for  the  sublime  requirements  of  our  holy 
religion.  Thy  commandments  are  the  revela- 
tion of  our  ability,  while  the  life  of  our  Saviour 
makes  plain  the  meaning  of  his  precepts  and 
the  source  of  our  strength.  Like  him,  may 
we  come  to  Thee.  Oh,  give  us  grace  this  day 
to  live  without  sin.  May  we  seek  to  make  our 
enemies  our  friends,  and  be  satisfied  only  when 
they  are  reconciled  to  us  as  we  pray  to  be  rec- 
onciled to  Thee  in  Christ.  Make  us  glad  to 
perform  lowly  tasks  as  we  follow  Thy  Beloved 
Son,  who  thought  not  of  himself,  but  became 
poor  for  our  sakes  and  went  about  doing 
good  ;  to  the  end  that  we  may  learn  that  true' 
greatness  is  in  humble  service.     Amen. 
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3£bmmg.  STfjirtg^JFtrst  ©ag. 

'  E  who  feels  contempt 

For  any  living  thing,  hath  faculties 
That  he  hath  never  used  :  and  thought  with  him 
Is  in  its  infancy. 
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Bible  Reading. 
Romans  xiv.  10-16.  —  For  whom  Christ  died. 


Prayer. 

ALMIGHTY  GOD,  our  Heavenly  Father, 
we  have  come  to  this  last  day  of  the 
month,  and  to  the  evening  sacrifice.  The 
months  and  the  days  are  full  of  Thee.  Con- 
tinue Thy  benedictions,  we  pray  Thee.  In 
darkness  be  our  light,  in  temptation  our 
strength,  in  affliction  our  consolation.  Let  Thy 
angels  encamp  round  about  us  by  night,  and  in 
the  morning  may  we  rise  renewed  by  the  breath- 
ings of  Thy  grace,  for  the  work  of  the  day. 
Forbid  that  one  selfish  thought  should  enter  our 
supplications;  but  may  Thy  blessings  enrich 
others  even  more  than  ourselves.  So  may  Thy 
family  become  one  at  last,  in  the  spirit  and  pur- 
pose of  Thine  everlasting  grace,  through  Jesus 
Christ,  Thy  Son  and  our  Saviour.     Amen. 


64  Prayers  for  the  Home. 

Jesus  and  the  Sabbath. 

Jtrjst  Swrtrag  oi  tf)e  ilMontJj.  ffitorning. 

THE  sabbath  was  made  for  man,  and  not  man  for 
the  sabbath.  —  They  asked  him,  saying,  Is  it 
lawful  to  heal  on  the  sabbath  days?  that  they  might 
accuse  him.  And  he  said  unto  them,  What  man  shall 
there  be  among  you,  that  shall  have  one  sheep,  and  if 
it  fall  into  a  pit  on  the  sabbath  day,  will  he  not  lay  hold 
on  it  and  lift  it  out?  How  much  then  is  a  man  better 
than  a  sheep?     Wherefore  it  is  lawful  to  do  well  on 

the  sabbath  days. 

— ♦ — 

Prayer. 

OUR  FATHER,  midst  the  quiet  hours  of 
this  day  of  rest  may  we,  with  grateful 
hearts,  think  of  that  goodness  which  even  in  our 
weakness  and  sin  has  not  ceased  to  bless  us. 
Putting  away  the  cares  that  have  filled  our 
minds  during  the  past  days  of  toil,  may  we  feel 
anew  the  supreme  worth  of  righteousness  and 
love.  Gladly  may  we  gather  with  Thy  children 
in  the  earthly  house  of  Thy  worship,  to  praise 
Thee  with  song  and  prayer.  Or  if  we  may  not 
join  with  others,  may  the  grateful  and  aspiring 
heart  become  Thy  altar,  and  the  lone  spirit  be 
not  denied  Thy  presence  and  blessing.  As  we 
read  of  Jesus,  grant  that  we  may  become  one 
with  him  in  spirit,  and  that  we  may  show  forth  in 
life  a  faith  and  love  akin  to  his.  May  song  and 
prayer,  sermon  and  silent  communion  with  Thee, 
all  join  to  make  this  day  one  of  peace  and  glad- 
ness to  our  souls.     Amen. 
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lErjcning.  jjirst  Suntiau  of  tfje  fHonti). 

YES,    pray   for   whom    thou    lovest ;    thou    rnayst 
vainly,  idly  seek 
Thy  fervid  thoughts  of  tenderness  by  feeble  words  to 

speak. 
Go    kneel   before   thy    Father's   throne,    and    meekly, 

humbly,  there 
Ask  blessing  for  the  loved  one  in  the  silent  hour  of 
prayer. 


Bible  Reading. 
John  xv.  14,  15.  —  The  Friends  of  Jesus. 


Prayer. 

OUR  HEAVENLY  FRIEND,  may  we  be 
conscious  of  Thy  nearness  to  us  in  this 
hour  of  worship,  as  with  thankful  hearts  we 
approach  the  altar  to  lay  thereon  the  tribute 
of  our  love  for  Thee,  who  hast  blessed  us  so 
richly  with  the  loves  and  friendships  of  earth. 
With  each  passing  day  do  we  realize  more  and 
more  how  little  there  is  to  life  apart  from  its 
human  relations,  and  we  thank  Thee  for  the  joy 
and  inspiration  that  come  from  the  friends  Thou 
hast  given  us,  and  our  gratitude  speaks  in  prayer 
for  their  welfare  and  happiness.  May  the  spirit 
of  our  Master  prevail  in  our  hearts,  until  we  can 
call  all  men  friends,  and  like  him,  if  need  be,  lay 
down  our  life  for  them.     In  his  Name.     Amen. 
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Our  Churches  and  Pastors. 

&ztorib  Suntoag  of  tfje  fBtontfj.  fHomtng. 

HOW  amiable  are  thy  tabernacles,  O  Lord  of 
hosts  !  My  soul  longeth,  yea.  even  fainteth 
for  the  courts  of  the  Lord  :  my  heart  and  my  flesh 
crieth  out  for  the  living  God.  —  Be  filled  with  the 
Spirit  :•  speaking  to  yourselves  in  psalms  and  hymns 
and  spiritual  songs,  singing  and  making  melody  in 
your  heart  to  the  Lord.  Upon  the  first  day  of  the 
week  let  every  one  of  you  lay  by  him  in  store  as  God 
hath  prospered  him. 


Prayer. 

WE  praise  Thee,  O  God  our  Father,  that 
Thou  hast  never  left  Thyself  without  wit- 
ness of  Thy  care  for  the  souls  Thou  hast  made. 
We  rejoice  that  in  the  fulness  of  times  Thou 
didst  send  Thy  well-beloved  Son  to  found  his 
everlasting  kingdom.  We  thank  Thee  for  those 
whom  Jesus  called,  and  for  those  he  is  yet  call- 
ing into  his  ministry  to  preach  his  Gospel  and 
build  wider  his  saving  dominion.  In  mercy  hear 
now  our  prayer,  O  God,  that  the  divine  life 
may  pervade  our  churches;  that  the  fruits  of 
the  Spirit  may  be  brought  forth  in  the  lives  of 
all  worshippers;  that  wisdom  and  love  and  a 
mighty  zeal  for  human  souls  may  inspire  those 
who  minister  at  Thy  altars.  Deepen  our  love 
for  the  house  of  worship  and  the  hour  of  prayer. 
Comfort  and  sustain  our  pastors  in  their  great 
and  sacred  tasks.  May  our  worship  this  day 
lead  us  consciously  near  to  Thee,  through  him 
whom  Thou  hast  made  the  way,  the  truth,  and 
the  life.     Amen, 
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ISrjcntng.  Seconti  Sutttiag  of  tfte  jjHantij. 

*HAT  which  the  garish  day  has  lost, 
The  twilight  vigil  brings,  — 
The  breezes  from  celestial  hills, 

The  draughts  from  deeper  springs, 
The  sense  of  an  immortal  trust, 
The  touch  of  angel  wings. 


T 


Bible  Reading. 
Psalm  lxiii.  —  Thirsting  for  God. 


Prayer. 

OUR  HEAVENLY  FATHER,  we  thank 
Thee  for  this  precious  day  and  for  its 
good  to  Thy  people.  We  thank  Thee  for  the 
Church  which  has  called  us  to  worship  and  to 
service  in  the  name  of  Thy  dear  Son.  We 
would  remember  with  gratitude  that  through 
these  devotions  sorrowing  hearts  have  been 
comforted,  that  the  weak  have  been  made 
strong,  that  many  have  come  to  know  Thee 
better.  We  thank  Thee  for  the  new  thoughts 
that  have  come  to  us  in  the  quiet  hours  of  this 
holy  day,  and  for  the  stronger  purpose  that  has 
been  born  within  us.  Help  us  to  know  and  love 
the  Lord  Jesus.  Help  us  in  this  home  to  live 
together  in  the  bonds  of  Christian  love,  and  out 
in  the  busy  paths  of  life  to  be  moved  by  the 
spirit  of  our  great  Master.     Amen. 
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Our  Sunday-Schools  and  Young  People. 
8Kjiri  Suntiag  of  tfje  HHonti}.  ^Horning. 

WILL  pour  out  my  Spirit  upon  all  flesh  :  and  your 


I 


sons  and  your  daughters  shall  prophesy,  and 
•your  young  men  shall  see  visions.  —  Both  young  men 
and  maidens,  old  men  and  children,  let  them  praise 
the  name  of  the  Lord  :  for  his  name  alone  is  excellent ; 
his  glory  is  above  the  earth  and  heaven. 


Prayer. 

FATHER,  we  rejoice  that  so  many  are  re- 
membering Thee  in  the  days  of  their 
youth,  and  are  already  walking  in  the  way  of 
life  with  Thee.  We  pray  that  Thy  Spirit, 
poured  out  upon  them,  may  abide  with  them 
in  daily  living.  We  pray  for  all  the  young  that 
gather  in  Thy  house  to-day;  may  they  join 
with  one  heart  in  the  service  of  prayer  and 
praise,  and  be  enabled  to  receive  the  truths  of 
Thy  Word.  Grant  that  by  the  worship  of  this 
day  they  may  grow  in  grace  and  in  the  know- 
ledge of  truth.  Pour  out  Thy  blessing  upon  all 
who  stand  before  the  young  as  helpers  and 
teachers.  Let  them  be  strong  in  Thee  and  in 
the  power  of  Thy  might.  May  we  fill  our  years 
here  with  useful  service,  and  when  Thou  art 
ready,  find  an  abundant  entrance  into  life  im- 
mortal, through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 
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libemng,  <£J)trtJ  Sfoniag  of  tjje  fHontrj. 

THE  minutes  have  their  trusts  as  they  go  by 
To    bear    His  love   who    wings  their   viewless 
flight; 
To  Him  they  bear  their  record  as  they  fly, 

And  never  from  their  ceaseless  round  alight. 
Rich  with  the  life  Thou  liv'st  they  come  to  me  : 

Oh,  may  I  all  that  life  to  others  show, 
That  they  from  strife  may  rise  and  rest  in  Thee, 
And  all  Thy  peace  in  Christ  by  me  may  know. 


Bible  Reading. 
Isaiah  xl.  25-31.  —  The  Everlasting  God. 


Prayer. 

FATHER  OF  ALL,  in  the  quiet  of  the 
evening  hour  we  ask  for  such  a  conscious- 
ness of  Thy  nearness  as  shall  warm  our  hearts 
with  loving  devotion  while  we  reverently  breathe 
Thy  name.  If  there  has  been  anything  helpful 
in  our  thoughts  or  deeds  this  day,  so  impress 
it  on  mind  and  heart  that  henceforth  it  may  be 
for  us  as  treasure  in  heaven.  Whatever  of  per- 
plexity or  disappointment  has  beset  our  way, 
may  the  remembrance  be  so  tempered  by  our 
confidence  in  Thy  promises  that  we  shall  learn 
how  gladness  and  sorrow  can  work  together  for 
good  to  those  who  love  Thee.  In  our  relation- 
ships with  others,  may  thoughtfulness,  tender- 
ness, and  sincerity  bring  us  ever  into  glad  accord 
with  the  Saviour  who  made  this  life  divine,  death 
an  angel  of  beauty,  and  the  life  to  come  an  in- 
spiring reality.     Amen. 
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Our  Educational  Institutions. 
jFourtjj  Stmtiarj  of  tlje  fHontlj.  fHommg. 

HAPPY  is  the  man  that  findeth  wisdom,  and  the 
man  that  getteth  understanding  :  for  the  mer- 
chandise of  it  is  better  than  the  merchandise  of  silver, 
and  the  gain  thereof  than  fine  gold.  She  is  more  pre- 
cious than  rubies :  and  all  the  things  thou  canst  desire 
are  not  to  be  compared  unto  her.  Length  of  days  is 
in  her  right  hand ;  and  in  her  left  hand  riches  and 
honor.  _♦ — 

Prayer. 

THOU  GRACIOUS  GOD,  Source  of  all 
light  and  truth,  Thy  handiwork  is  every- 
where, and  Thy  presence  fills  all  things.  Thy 
touch  paints  the  beauty  of  the  flower,  and  Thou 
holdest  the  stars  in  Thy  hand.  In  our  souls  is 
Thy  image  ;  Thou  art  our  indwelling  life.  We 
thank  Thee  for  Thy  revealing  Word,  written  in 
books  by  inspired  and  illumined  souls,  wrought 
into  the  story  of  man  by  heroic  deeds,  and  told 
anew  in  every  generation  by  the  godly  lives 
of  humble  men.  Give  us  wise  teachers  in.  our 
schools  and  colleges,  —  teachers  who  humbly 
learn  their  lessons  from  Thee,  —  to  the  end  that 
there  may  grow  up  a  godly  and  reverent  youth 
in  our  land.  Encourage  those  who  are  poor 
but  who  reach  out  strong  and  eager  hands 
for  the  riches  of  learning.  Put  it  into  the  hearts 
of  men  to  be  generous  in  their  gifts  for  educa- 
tion, and  thus  transmute  their  possessions  into 
imperishable  riches.  We  pray  in  the  name  of 
the  Master  and  Teacher  of  us  all.     Amen. 
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lEbnttng.  Jourtfj  Suniag  ot  tfje  fHcmtf}. 

IN  youth  I  looked  to  these  very  skies, 
And  probing  their  immensities, 
1  found  God  there,  His  visible  power  ; 
Yet  felt  in  my  heart,  amid  all  its  sense 
Of  that  power,  an  equal  evidence 
That  His  love,  there  too,  was  the  nobler  dower. 
For  the  loving  worm  within  its  clod 
Were  diviner  than  a  loveless  god 
Amid  his  worlds,  I  will  dare  to  say. 


Bible  Reading. 
1  John  iv.  7-1 1.  —  The  Love  of  God. 


Prayer. 

OGOD,  we  rejoice  to  know  that  Thou  art 
Love.  Thy  tender  mercies  are  over  all 
Thy  works.  Thy  loving-kindness  is  felt  by  all 
Thy  children.  We  love  Thee  because  Thou 
dost  first  love  us.  We  thank  Thee  for  the 
affection  that  Thou  hast  planted  in  human  hearts. 
It  is  love  that  makes  life  sweet  and  precious, 
binding  us  together  in  families,  filling  the  home 
with  purity  and  goodness,  and  drawing  us 
closely  to  each  other  in  the  ties  of  true  and 
faithful  friendship  and  good-will.  Give  unto  us, 
we  pray  Thee,  more  of  this  spirit  that  is  Thine. 
May  we  become  more  unselfish,  more  thought- 
ful of  others,  more  helpful  in  all  our  ways. 
Be  Thou  near  to  us  this  day,  and  support  us  by 
Thy  strength.  Teach  us  to  serve  Thee  better 
and  to  love  Thee  more,  and  to  Thy  name  shall 
grateful  praise  be  offered  evermore.     Amen. 
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Our  Missionary  Efforts. 
tfiftij  Sttntmg  of  tfje  fHontfj,  fHarmng. 

WHEN  he  saw  the  multitudes  he  was  moved  with 
compassion  on  them,  because  they  fainted, 
and  were  scattered  abroad,  as  sheep  having  no  shep- 
herd.' Then  saith  he  unto  his  disciples,  The  harvest 
truly  is  plenteous,  but  the  laborers  are  few ;  pray  ye 
therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest,  that  he  will  send 
forth  laborers  into  his  harvest. 


Prayer. 

OUR  FATHER  who  art  in  heaven,  we  pray 
for  all  Christian  missionaries,  especially 
those  who  toil,  at  home  or  abroad,  for  our  own 
precious  faith.  We  devoutly  thank  Thee  for 
all  the  good  gifts  Thou  hast  bestowed  upon 
us,  and  wTe  pray  that  Thou  wilt  quicken  within 
us  the  spirit  of  helpfulness.  Our  days  are 
full  of  opportunities,  for  the  world  is  full  of 
need.  May  we  stand  ready  to  lend  a  hand,  and 
send  messages  of  truth  and  love  wherever  oc- 
casion calls  or  opportunities  open,  whether  at 
home  or  in  lands  afar.  All  lands  are  Thine,  and 
men  of  every  race  Thy  children  and  our  broth- 
ers. May  our  lives  be  fruitful  in  good  works, 
and  our  hearts  alive  with  generous  sympathies. 
So  may  Thy  kingdom  come  and  Thy  will  be 
done  on  earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.     Amen. 
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Ebening,  JFtftfj  StmUau  of  tf)c  fHontl}. 

NO  stream  from  its  source 
Flows  seaward,  how  lonely  soever  its  source, 
But  what  some  land  is  gladdened. 

No  star  ever  rose 
And  set  without  influence  somewhere.     Who  knows 
What  earth   needs  from  earth's  lowest  creature?     No 

life 
Can  be  pure  in  its  purpose  and  stiong  in  its  strife, 
And  all  life  not  be  purer  and  stronger  thereby. 


Bible  Reading. 

2  Tim.  i.  1-6.  —  Home  Influence. 


Prayer. 

OUR    FATHER    who    art    in    heaven    and 
on    earth,   we   thank  Thee  for  the  early 
care    and    constant   watching     of    our    parents, 
for  their  toils  and    sacrifices  in  our  behalf,   for 
their    good    teaching  and   pure  example.       We 
would   thank  Thee  and  we  would  thank  them, 
and  we  would  realize  that  their  kindness  is  Thy 
kindness   also.     We  thank  Thee  for  our  home. 
It    has  guarded  us  from  evil.     It  has  given  us 
joy  too  great  for  words.       It  has  purified  our 
pleasures,   and   sanctified  our  sorrows.       It  has 
made    known    to    us   the    divine     meanings    of 
life.     We  would  make  its  hearth-stone  our  dear- 
est  altar    of  praise,  and     we     would     think    of 
heaven  as  our  future  and  eternal  home.     Help 
us,  O    Father,  to     understand     that    Thou    art 
Father  of  all,  and  help  us  to  feel  that  we  should 
treat  all  Thy  children  as  our  brothers  and  sis- 
ters;   so  shall  Thy  kingdom  come.     Amen. 
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K\)t  Neto  fear* 

LORD,  thou  hast  been  our  dwelling-place  in  all  gen- 
erations. Before  the  mountains  were  brought 
forth,  or  ever  thou  hadst  formed  the  earth  and  the 
world,  even  from  everlasting  to  everlasting,  thou  art 
God.  So  teach  us  to  number  our  days  that  we  may 
apply  our  hearts  unto  wisdom.  Let  the  beauty  of  the 
Lord  our  God  be  upon  us  ;  and  establish  thou  the  work 
of  our.  hands  upon  us ;  yea,  the  work  of  our  hands 
establish  thou  it. 


Prayer. 

OUR  FATHER  who  art  in  heaven,  we 
thank  Thee  for  the  providential  care  that 
has  brought  us  safely  through  the  dangers 
and  changes  of  the  past  years.  Now  as  we 
enter  the  New  Year,  not  knowing  what  may 
befall  us  of  sickness  or  health,  adversity  or 
prosperity,  life  or  death,  may  our  hearts  be  full 
of  unfaltering  trust  in  Thee.  Help  us,  by  faith 
in  Thy  dear  Son,  to  avoid  wrong-doing  the 
coming  year,  and  to  grow  nearer,  O  God,  to 
Thee.  Help  us  to  fill  our  home  with  mutual 
love,  and  by  earnest  endeavor  to  grow  more 
fully  into  the  Christian  life.  Whatever  of  the 
New  Year  may  be  given  us  here,  help  us,  we 
beseech  Thee,  each  day  to  think  only  good 
thoughts  and  do  only  good  deeds.     Amen. 
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Wqt  jFourtfj  of  Mg* 

BLESSED  is  the  nation  whose  God  is  the  Lord ; 
and  the  people  whom  he  hath  chosen  for  his 
own  inheritance.  —  Woe  to  him  that  buildeth  a  town 
with  blood,  and  establisheth  a  city  by  iniquity.  — 
Righteousness  exalteth  a  nation ;  but  sin  is  a  reproach 
to  any  people.  —  They  shall  beat  their  swords  into 
ploughshares,  and  their  spears  into  pruning  hooks  :  na- 
tion shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation,  neither  shall 
they  learn  war  any  more. 


Prayer. 

OGOD,  Our  Father,  we  bless  Thee  for 
every  good  institution,  and  for  that  liberty 
which  frees  body  and  soul.  We  thank  Thee  for 
the  noble  example  of  those  who  have  gone  be- 
fore, having  finished  their  course  and  kept  the 
faith,  and  into  whose  labors  we  have  entered. 
Make  us  worthy  of  this  heritage ;  guard  us  from 
dangers  on  every  hand,  and  save  us  from  any 
fatal  slumber  of  the  spirit.  Arm  each  parent, 
teacher,  and  ruler  of  our  land  with  the  sword  of 
the  Spirit  and  the  breastplate  of  righteousness, 
as  becometh  those  who  are  free  indeed.  Upon 
every  return  of  this  day  may  we  witness  the 
steady  gain  of  truth,  the  increase  of  wholesome 
prosperity,  the  spread  of  learning,  and  the  tri- 
umph of  true  reforms.  May  the  spirit  of  Jesus 
prevail  more  and  more  until  Thy  will  is  done  on 
earth  as  it  is  in  heaven.     Amen. 
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E|)anfesgifamg  ©ag. 

BLESS  the  Lord,  O  my  soul ;  and  all  that  is  within 
me  bless  his  holy  name.  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my 
soul,  and  forget  not  all  his  benefits  :  who  forgiveth  all 
thine  iniquities  ;  who  healeth  all  thy  diseases  ;  who  re- 
deemeth  thy  life  from  destruction  ;  who  crowneth  thee 
with  loving-kindness  and  tender  mercies  ;  who  satisfieth 
thy  mouth  with  good  things,  so  that  thy  youth  is  re- 
newed like  the  eagle's. 


Prayer. 

ALMIGHTY  GOD,  our  Heavenly  Father, 
we  come  to  Thee  at  this  time  with  grate- 
ful hearts,  with  one  accord,  and  in  the  name  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  We  are  thankful  for  our 
home  with  its  blessed  influences;  for  our  coun- 
try and  its  great  prosperity.  We  thank  Thee  for 
health,  for  peace,  and  for  the  hope  of  heaven 
born  of  Thee;  for  the  happy  reunions  which 
this  day  will  witness ;  and  for  the  assurance  that 
those  who  have  gone  before  will  one  day  sit  with 
us  in  the  house  not  made  with  hands.  With  our 
thank-offerings  this  day,  O  God,  receive  our 
supplications  and  prayers  for  all  men,  and  espe- 
cially for  the  church  of  our  love.  Guide  the 
President  of  these  United  States,  and  all  who 
are  in  authority  in  all  the  world,  so  that  govern- 
ments may  be  administered  after  Thy  law.  May 
we  render  continual  offering  in  the  name  of  Him 
whom  wc  serve  and  whose  we  are.     Amen. 
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